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What is Texas TRIO?

The Texas TRIO Association is the representative body for TRIO professionals from colleges,

universities, and agencies that host federally funded TRIO educational opportunity programs in the state

of Texas. Texas TRIO is dedicated to advocating for the TRIO movement by creating opportunities for

TRIO professionals and participants with professional development and support. 

TRIO programs are very effective and many students from first-generation and low-income families

depend on them to succeed in high school and college. In fact, since 1965 an estimated 2 million students

have graduated from college with the special assistance and support of our nation's TRIO Programs.  

TRIO is made up of the following programs: 

Upward Bound 

Talent Search

Educational Opportunity Centers  

Upward Bound Math-Science  

Veterans Upward Bound

Pre-College Programs College Programs

Student Support Services

Ronald E. McNair Post Baccalaureate

College Programs

Vision Statement

The Texas TRIO Association (TX-TRIO) seeks to support, create, develop, improve and extend educational,

financial and cultural opportunities for every TRIO participant to develop to his/her full potential.

 Mission Statement

The Texas TRIO Association (TX-TRIO) is the representative body for TRIO professionals from colleges,

universities and agencies that host federally-funded TRIO educational opportunity programs in the state of

Texas. TX-TRIO is dedicated to advocating for the TRIO movement by creating opportunities for TRIO

professionals and participants with professional development and support.

The mission is accomplished through the following: implementing educational training and outreach

initiatives, developing state resources, empowering state leadership and involvement in political issues that

impact TRIO programs, providing scholarship opportunities, optimizing opportunities to reinforce and

increase proficiency in technology, and increasing effective communication and brand recognition that

furthers public awareness of the needs of disadvantaged students enrolled in or aspiring to post-secondary

education.
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Program Spotlight

If you want to have your program highlighted in the next newsletter please send your
information to: petra.lopezvaquera@utrgv.edu and irasemavalencia@gmail.com

 

 Lined across multiple tables marked countless memories of the 25-year history
of TRIO Student  Support Services at Tyler Junior College. Among the artifacts
included countless pictures, several awards, and the original grant that was
written in 1997. Student Support Services Division Director Renee Hawkins
teared up as she reviewed the pictures and recalled the formaer students made
an impacton her. Her favoraite memoray was when her former students that
made an impact on her  Her favorite memory was when her former collegues
Tammy Burnett and Christina Halleck were recognized at the statye level for
their accomplishments. Ms. Renee believes that TRIO Works because the
students buy into the program and the staff cares. Transfer and Career Coach
Peggy Martinez graduated from TJC with her associate degree in 2016 and has
experienced SSS as both a student and as an employee. Her favorite memory
while being in TRIO was attending the annual banquet with her family, as her
daughters witnessed the first step of her completing a college degree. Peggy
stated, I"m honored to work for the program as an employee because I can
make an impact the same way the TRIO staff made an impact on me." 

 

TRIO SSS at Tyler Junior College
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Student Spotlight  

Ms. Jennifer Soto has been part of the UTRGV Upward Bound-Edinburg 

Program for the past 22 years. She is a program alumna and now assists 

students at her target school, Edcouch Elsa High School. She is the 

reigning "Staff of the Year" winner for our division. She has worked as an 

office aid, tutor, College Readiness Teacher, Specialist, Program 

Coordinator and now College Readiness Coordinator.

Ms. Soto is very familiar with TRIO programs and program regulations. 

She is adept at finding scholarships and other opportunities for our 

students. She recently signed up to lead a STEAM pilot program for COE, 

Council for Opportunity in Education, under a Jurassic Park initiative, 

and was selected. This is an additional project she has added to her 

current job duties. This is a great example of how this individual goes 

above and beyond to provide additional support and opportunities to our 

students and is a true leader.

Staff Spotlight 

Name: Melany Rojas

Age: 17

Major: Pre-Dentistry

Hometown: Eastland, Tx

Program: Ranger College Upward Bound 

Meleny will be attending Midwestern State University in Wichita

Falls, Texas to pursue a Bachelor's degree in    Pre-Dentistry.

She is expected to graduate with her Associates Degree of

Science and of Art through Ranger College in May of 2023, as

well as graduating from Eastland High School. Ms. Meleny

Rojas was awarded the MSU Texas Academic Merit

scholarship and is currently a candidate for additional

scholarships. While she is a dedicated, intelligent student, she

has also shown to be a great friend and member of our Upward

Bound community. We could not be more proud of her and

cannot wait to see what she accomplishes in her future! 
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Jennifer S. Roca
The University of Texas at Arlington

Upward Bound Math & Science Alumni
 

Why Colorado College?
I decided to attend Colorado College because I was intrigued by the block plan and
sought a liberal arts education to become a well-rounded intellectual. Colorado College’s
block plan allows students to take one class at a time for 3 ½ weeks and be done with the
class. While it sounds simple, it is a very intensive way of learning. It truly allowed me to
attentively focus on my academic passions and develop deep relationships with faculty,
staff, and fellow students. I suppose the saying “The mountains are calling, and I must
go” rang true…

What made you decide on your majors?
At Colorado College I dual majored in Spanish and Economics, and my decision to
pursue each was quite different. My degree in Spanish was a very personal decision. My
family is originally from Guatemala, and I wanted an outlet to connect and better
understand my cultural heritage. Colorado College was able to give me many unique
experiences—from holding the Popul Vuh at the Newberry Library in Chicago,
reading/transcribing/writing about 16th century literature, living with a host family for 3
months in Chile, and traveling through Spain and Israel to learn about the expulsion of
Jews and Muslims by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella (all occurring in 1492 while
Christopher Columbus arrived in the Americas)—ultimately I would say I have a much
more profound appreciation for my Latinidad. My decision to study Economics came
after a summer internship I had in India. I had taken a sociology course entitled
“Sustainable Development of the Global South” which paired students with a summer
internship abroad. I was working with the Swami Vivenkananda Youth Movement in
Mysore, India to learn about microfinance/microlending as a tool to support ending
poverty cycles. I was out in the field with a translator interviewing loan recipients to
understand how the organization could better support entrepreneurs. My time in India
truly exposed me to what “impact” looked like, and I came back to the U.S. with a
passion to pursue my degree in economics and a desire to work in some impact-oriented
area of the financial services industry.

What is your biggest accomplishment to date?
While I’ve had many professional milestones and academic accomplishments, I am
always proud of earning the Bill & Melinda Gates Millennium Scholarship in 2014. Low-
income first-generation students worry about a lot of things, and something that
frequently was on my mind as a high-school student was where I would go to college, let
alone how it would be paid for. This scholarship gave me complete confidence that I
would be able to comfortably attend the academic institution of my choice, but also fully
focus on my academic studies. Presently I love being able to give of my time to the Gates
Scholarship Program—during the scholarship cycles I have volunteered to read essays
and interview deserving students seeking the same dream that I received.

What advice do you have for future students?
My advice to future students is two-fold: (i) think about what you are passionate about
and how you can pursue that passion to not only lead an honest life, but to impact the
world and others around you; and (ii) always have an open mind. You may enter college
thinking you want to study one thing but fall in love with another. This happened to me
—I went into school thinking I wanted to be a biomedical engineer, but quickly realized
my passions were elsewhere.

What is your current position?
I am currently an Investment and Portfolio Strategist at PNC Bank. I support clients of
our Private Bank (individuals and families that have at least $3 million in investable
assets) and our Institutional Asset Management Business (organizations with
endowments, foundations, and pension plans). My specialty is Responsible Investing,
which means I help these clients with aligning their investments with their values. For
example, I help large religious organizations align their investments with the principles
of their faith or families that are interested in sustainability identify appropriate
investments in renewable energy.

If you want to have your staff, alumni, or student spotlight highlighted in the next newsletter
please send your information to: petra.lopezvaquera@utrgv.edu and

irasemavalencia@gmail.com

Alumni Spotlight 
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SWASAP ELI Class of 2022

Edwin Serrano, D.PT. 
 

 

 
 

 

SWASAP TRIO Achiever for Texas 2022

JOSE CAVAZOS,  TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
APRIL JASSO,  TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI

 

TRIO Scholarship Update 

 COMING FEBRUARY 2023 ! ! !  
DON'T MISS  THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY:   

 
WALTER O.  MASON EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

& 
MATTHEW W.  TAYLOR SCHOLARSHIP 

PRE-COLLEGIATE  &  COLLEGIATE 
 



Legislative Affairs Updates 
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“With the 117th Congress stuck in a lame duck session, we don’t expect major action on FY22 Appropriations at this time.

We do expect to see a Continuing Resolution to level fund federal programs if an omnibus package is not approved

before the 118th Congress is sworn in. We expect some type of action on the issue of the debt ceiling before January, but

specifics remain unclear at this time. The issue of the Student Loan Debt Relief program introduced by President Biden

in October has made its way to the Supreme Court. The Justices will determine whether the program is within the legal

authority of the Executive Branch, and ultimately whether the program will be allowed to continue. As such, the

application has been blocked until SCOTUS reaches a final decision and the Student Loan Repayment Pause has been

reinstated till June 30, 2023. If the program is not allowed to continue, repayment will resume 60 days after the pause

ends.

As we push towards expanding educational opportunity to 1,000,000 TRIO-eligible students in March, we strongly

encourage you all to reach out to your current Members of Congress to showcase the achievements of your programs.

With a potential $138M - $161M FY22 increase to TRIO programs hanging on the line, it’s on us to ensure our

Representatives see this particular issue as a top funding priority. Not sure how to contact your Representative? Reach

out to Alex Ruiz, Chair & Legislative Liaison at aruiz@nctc.edu for resources and support!”

mailto:aruiz@nctc.edu
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Conference 2023
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Council for Opportunity in Education

SAVE THE DATE!!!
SWASAP's 52nd Annual Conference
November 5-8 2023 

New Orleans, LA



Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) 

Texas TRIO Association

SWASAP

Renaissance

University of Nevada, Las Vegas- CAEO

NACADA

Sonoma State TRIO Training

University of Central Oklahoma

SAEOPP

NASPA

Professional Development Resources
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https://coenet.org/professional_development.shtml
https://coenet.org/professional_development.shtml
https://txtrio.wildapricot.org/
https://swasap.wildapricot.org/
https://www.renaissancetriotraining.net/
http://caeo.unlv.edu/tti/
https://nacada.ksu.edu/Events.aspx
http://web.sonoma.edu/trio-training/
https://www.uco.edu/student-resources/federal-education-programs/trio-training-grant
http://www.saeopp.org/
https://www.naspa.org/events

