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Texas Association of TRIO
Programs

Vision Statement
 

The Texas Association of TRIO Programs (TX-TRIO) seeks to support, create, develop, improve and extend educational,

financial and cultural opportunities for every TRIO participant to develop to his/her full potential.
 

 Mission Statement
 

The Texas Association of TRIO Programs (TX-TRIO) is the representative body for TRIO professionals from colleges,

universities and agencies that host federally-funded TRIO educational opportunity programs in the state of Texas. TX-

TRIO is dedicated to advocating for the TRIO movement by creating opportunities for TRIO professionals and

participants with professional development and support.

The mission is accomplished through the following: implementing educational training and outreach initiatives,

developing state resources, empowering state leadership and involvement in political issues that impact TRIO

programs, providing scholarship opportunities, optimizing opportunities to reinforce and increase proficiency in

technology, and increasing effective communication and brand recognition that furthers public awareness of the

needs of disadvantaged students enrolled in or aspiring to post-secondary education.

What is TRIO?
Our nation has made a commitment to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic

background or economic circumstance.

In support of this commitment, Congress established a series of programs to help low-income Americans enter

college, graduate and participate more fully in America's economic and social life. These programs are funded under

Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRIO Programs (initially just three programs).

While financial aid programs help students overcome financial barriers to higher education, TRIO programs help

students overcome class, social and cultural barriers to higher education.

TRIO programs are very effective and many students from first generation and low-income families depend on them to

succeed in high school and college. In fact, since 1965 an estimated 2 million students have graduated from college

with the special assistance and support of our nation's TRIO Programs.
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Irasema Valencia, President-Elect
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Administrative Assistant, Special Programs
The University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley
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Abilene Christian University
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Director, Student Support Services

Del Mar College
(361) 698-2400

vstinson@delmar.edu
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On behalf of the Texas TRIO Association Executive Board and membership, it is my
distinction and honor to invite you to explore and review the facts, figures, and testimonials
of the TRIO Programs in the great state of Texas. 

Our programs in Texas have a lot to be proud of and serve our students, families, and their
communities with the spirit and honor of our history. On November 8, 1965, President Lyndon
Baines Johnson signed the Higher Education Act of 1965 into law at Southwest Texas State
College (now Texas State University) in San Marcos, Texas. Our association has continued
the dedication and hard work that the legacy of President Johnson’s Great Society domestic
agenda requires through ensuring that low income and first-generation students have an
equal opportunity to a higher education. 

The growth of our programs and the association is not possible without the determination
and untiring commitment of our members; the tutors, support specialists, administrative
assistants, advisors, coordinators and directors. These TRIO professionals have helped build
this association to where it is today and where it hopes to go in the future. 

As we continue moving through the “Roadmap to Resilience,” we know that there is a lot of
work still left to do and we hope that this factbook will give voice to those we serve and
show that with your support, we can continue to do more and serve the underrepresented,

wherever they may be. 

Sincerely,
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From the President of Texas TRIO
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President, Texas TRIO Association
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Upward Bound

Upward Bound is an intensive intervention program that prepares students for higher education through various

enrichment courses. These campus-based programs provide students with instruction in literature, composition,

mathematics, science, and foreign language during the school year and during the summer. Upward Bound also

provides intensive mentoring and support for students as they prepare for college entrance exams and tackle

admission applications, financial aid, and scholarship forms.

90
Projects in

Texas

6,251
Students
Served

$26,803,311
In Federal

Funding

Upward Bound Math & Science

Using a model similar to the classic Upward Bound program, Upward Bound Math/Science aims to strengthen

academic preparedness in math, science, and technology. The program assists students in a rigorous math and

science curriculum in high school to encourage and enable them to major in science, technology, engineering, and

math (STEM) disciplines in college.

22
Projects in

Texas

1,366
Students
Served

$6,665,392
In Federal

Funding
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Veterans Upward Bound

Veterans Upward Bound provides a unique service to veterans returning to college, aiding them in the transition

process through intensive basic skills development and short-term remedial courses. Additionally, participants

receive assistance in navigating the services offered by Department of Veterans Affairs, veterans associations, and

other organizations that aid veterans.

4
Projects in

Texas

510
Veterans

Served

$892,788
In Federal

Funding

Educational Opportunity Centers

Educational Opportunity Centers target displaced or underemployed workers from low-income families. These centers

help students achieve their high school equivalency and/or pursue postsecondary education options, guiding them

through the often confusing admissions and financial aid processes.

20
Projects in

Texas

20,650
Students
Served

$5,986,512
In Federal

Funding
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McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement

The Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement program encourages and prepares low-income and minority

students for doctoral study and to pursue careers in college teaching. The McNair program provides research

opportunities and faculty mentoring.

21
Projects in

Texas

578
Students
Served

$4,572,160
In Federal

Funding

Student Support Services

Student Support Services programs help low-income and first-generation students, as well as students with

disabilities, to successfully begin and stay in college. Participants receive tutoring, counseling, and remedial

instruction in order to achieve their goals of college completion.

59
Projects in

Texas

11,230
Students
Served

$17,972,473
In Federal

Funding
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Student Support Services - STEM

Student Support Services-Science, Engineering, Technology, Mathematics (SSS-STEM) is a federally funded TRIO

program that serves to increase the retention and graduation rates of its participants. Services include academic

guidance, tutoring, mentoring, and cultural/educational events. The mission of SSS-STEM is to facilitate a climate

supportive of academic success and personal enrichment through proactive and individualized services available to

the student from their first semester through graduation.

9
Projects in

Texas

1,100
Students
Served

$2,356,983
In Federal

Funding

Student Support Services - Teacher Prep

Student Support Services - Teacher Preparation (SSS-Teacher Prep) is a federally funded TRIO program aimed at

serving first-generational, low-income, and needs based college students while providing the holistic support

undergraduate students need in order to increase their graduation rates and grow the teacher workforce.

2
Projects in

Texas

280
Students
Served

$532,776
In Federal

Funding
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Student Support Services - Veterans

Veteran Student Support Services (SSS-Veterans) is a federally funded TRIO program aimed at serving veteran

students from low-income, First Generational backgrounds and those with documented disabilities. The goal of the SSS

Veterans program is to provide academic support, assistance, and encouragement to Veteran students through

undergraduate completion.

1
Project in

Texas

120
Veterans

Served

$261,786
In Federal

Funding

Talent Search

Talent Search focuses on early intervention, working with students deemed to have “college potential” in grades 6-12.

Students receive information about college admissions, scholarships, and various student financial aid programs.

51
Projects in

Texas

31,360
Students
Served

$17,274,099
In Federal

Funding
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279
Projects in

Texas

73,445
students
Served

$83,309,280
In Federal

Funding

Federal TRIO Programs in Texas



Host Institutions

Jarvis Christian College Upward Bound 76 $231,891

Kilgore College EOC 850 $232,050

Kilgore College Student Support Services 160 $274,396

Kilgore College Upward Bound 50 $297,601

Tyler Junior College EOC 1,000 $273,000

Tyler Junior College Student Support Services 200 $274,262
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6
Projects

2,336
students
Served

$1,583,200
In Federal

Funding













The Parris Foundation Talent Search 500 $277,375

Host Institutions
TX
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1
Project

500
students
Served

$277,375
In Federal

Funding



 

 

Dr. Katherine M. Bacon-PhD., LPC.  
Executive Director – The Parris Foundation 
Associate Professor – The University of Houston – Victoria; Counseling Education 
TRIO Alumni – Talent Search, Student Support Services 

“The impact TRIO had on my life has changed over the years. Initially, it helped me achieve something 
society thought I was not capable of as a teenage mother. And that was successfully graduating from 
high school and enrolling into college. Later, the impact TRIO had on my life was the mindset that I 
can achieve things that may seem to have insurmountable barriers and odds. The programs showed 

me that if I am willing to ask for help and be open-minded to trying something new; I’m capable of accomplishing more than 
the expectations set upon me by a system that viewed me as a statistic incapable of achieving a college education.  As result, 
the impact that TRIO had on my life has come full circle as a tenured professor at a research post-secondary institution.  I 
enjoy the opportunity to speak with young TRIO participants about the impact of TRIO programs and how investing in their 
future can prepare them for success. It is those moments where I am reminded of the impact that it had on me and without 
it; most likely would have a different outcome. I extremely grateful for TRIO! 

 

 

Maida Camacho,  
Program Adviser – The Parris Foundation 
TRIO Alumni – Upward Bound, Student Support Services 

I believe TRIO programs are a vital role in my higher education because I would not have the 
resources available to pursue an undergraduate degree, much less a graduate (Masters) degree. 

Beginning with Upward Bound (UB), as a sophomore at MacArthur High School, I became a participant of UB, which afforded 
me access to educational and cultural enrichment activities. Along with providing tutoring and Saturday College Prep Days, 
the consistent engagement in becoming acclimated with the college environment gave me the knowledge I needed to pursue 
a college education. As an undergrad, I became a participant of Student Support Services at Lone Star College as well as at 
Texas State University. I would meet with my program advisor to help me keep track of time management on course 
assignments, tutoring services, and cultural enrichment activities. 

 

 

Pashence Columbus 
Program Adviser- Parris Foundation 
TRIO Alumni - Upward Bound 

Throughout high school and my undergraduate career my TRIO counselors gave me the positive 
resources to excel in an environment where the statistics said I would fail. The support I gained 
from TRIO, through tutoring services and advisement helped me believe that I can achieve my 
goals. I have gained lifelong mentors through my time with TRIO and encourage others to become 
a part of what feels like a family.  

 



Grayson College Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Northeast Texas Community College Upward Bound 55 $217,601

Paris Junior College EOC 1,100 $383,777

Paris Junior College Talent Search 778 $431,593

Paris Junior College Upward Bound 86 $179,737

Texarkana College EOC 1,000 $272,753

Texarkana College Student Support Services 225 $302,989

Texarkana College Talent Search 636 $352,821

Texas A&M Texarkana Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Texas A&M University-Commerce McNair 25 $155,261

Texas A&M University-Commerce Student Support Services 425 $573,365

Texas A&M University-Commerce Upward Bound 63 $303,480

Texas A&M University-Commerce Upward Bound 91 $422,896

Host Institutions
TX
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13
Projects

4,764
students
Served

$4,120,049
In Federal

Funding



“I am a first-generation college student.” This is an underlying achievement that became possible for me to proclaim
through a variety of assets and can become possible for you, too. A vital resource that helped me to successfully
transition into higher education from high school was the Upward Bound Program, UB, at Northeast Texas Community
College, NTCC. I feel profoundly fortunate to openly share how I formed part of the first-generation within my family to
attend college. I too truly hope fellow first-generation students take the initiative of joining UB to benefit from the life-
changing opportunities it has to offer. To begin, the UB program helped me to become a competitive college applicant
and led me to gain admission into my first choice institution; Texas A&M University. Through UB, I was able to gain 30+
college credit hours and was automatically classified as a sophomore in college before graduating high school. Upon
graduating Valedictorian, UB continued to impact my academic career by helping me to transfer my academic discipline
into university studies which promptly led me to earn my Aggie Ring; 90+ credit hours. Not to mention, the UB monthly
meetings enabled peer interactions with fellow UB classmates from across different school districts within my region. This
allowed me to further develop the social skills that I have used when meeting classmates at TAMU. As a UB member,
meeting students from different school districts in the region was most exciting! For me, monthly member meetings were
most resourceful and enjoyable to attend. The mentorship I acquired through one-on-one assistance and support was
very helpful, especially when it came to applying for college and other federal applications, such as FAFSA. As a UB
member, the 5-week P.E.A.K. program during the summer, required for all UB members to attend, granted me hands-on
experience with college life. For instance, living on my own in the dorms, earning multiple college credit hours, and
enjoying the recreational activities UB offers all helped me to prepare for the succeeding part of my life; university
studies. As a first-generation college student, I recommend joining the Upward Bound Program at Northeast Texas
Community College to further develop your academic intuition and to benefit from the resources it has to offer. Not to
mention, joining UB will help you to obtain sincere support in reaching your academic goals and career aspirations. As the
NTCC motto declares, “Start here. Go anywhere!”. Accordingly, ensure to take advantage of the opportunities that cross
your path, while ensuring to encourage fellow peers along the way. Together, we can. I want to sincerely thank Sintique
Beasley and Cynthia Jarvis; you have been the best mentors that I could ever ask for. God bless, thanks, and gig’em!

- Jennifer Rodriguez, ‘23
Experience Jennifer's story here: https://fb.watch/alziwRNAwW/

Being a first generation student, I never truly understood how important every step of my education was in order to
succeed in life. In fact, I didn't have access to mentors or advisors that were willing to explain the most basic college
requirements during my first semester of high school. Due to my family's low socioeconomic status, resources were
limited. I thought that if I wanted to pay for a college education, I would have to be in debt for the rest of my life. That,
however, changed once I was admitted into the Upward Bound program at NTCC. Through the program, I began learning
about how to complete the FAFSA, enrolled in dual credit courses, and began touring universities. Not only that, I also
gained valuable mentors and friendships that became a vital part of my support system. It was during one of our campus
tours with Upward Bound that I learned about the Joint Admission Medical Program during my senior year of high school.
Because of this, I enrolled in a university that offered this program and ensured that I met all the requirements. After
applying during my freshman year of college, I was admitted to JAMP and began my journey to medical school. Thanks to
all the scholarship workshops and presentations during my time in UB, I graduated debt free from TAMUC. Today, I am a
second year medical student at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Medicine. I look back at the
impact that UB had in my life and am certain that I would not be where I am today without it. The time management skills,
studying strategies, and mentors I gained continue to be part of my everyday life to this day. Without Upward Bound, I
would not have graduated debt free or even enrolled in medical school. I don't think I'll ever be able to express my
gratitude for this program. Upward Bound believed in me and saw my potential before I even believed in myself. They
took in a scared, first generation student and molded me into a confident and competitive college applicant.

- Nayeli Fuentes, '20

https://fb.watch/alziwRNAwW/


For more information about the TRIO Talent Search program at the Paris Junior College please contact  
Christi Barham, Program Director, at cbarham@parisjc.edu or (903) 782-0350. 

 

   
 

 

 
 

PARIS JUNIOR COLLEGE – PARIS, TX 
 

The TRIO Talent Search program at the Paris Junior College serves approximately       778 students in grades 7-
12 in 30 schools in Delta, Fannin, Franklin, Hopkins, Hunt, Lamar, Red River, and Titus Counties, Texas. Talent 
Search provides participants with academic advising, financial aid counseling, standardized test preparation, 
opportunities for college site visits, and assistance with college and financial aid applications. Our participants 
come from low-income families across Delta, Fannin, Franklin, Hopkins, Hunt, Lamar, Red River, and Titus 
Counties, in which neither parent has a college degree. 

 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee our 
students success! 

 
In 2020-2021, 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the  next grade level. 

 
In 2020-2021, 100% of high school seniors graduated from      secondary school 
within the standard number of years. 

 
In 2020-2021, 87% of high school seniors graduated completed a rigorous 
secondary school program of study. 
 
In 2020-2021, 81% of college ready participants enrolled in postsecondary 
education programs. 
 
In 2020-2021, 36% of former participants earned college degrees and certificates 
within six years of high school graduation. 
 

 
“Talent Search helped me to improve my organization skills and learn to manage my college planning.  I 

got help with my ACT with waivers and information, scholarships, and college admissions applications.  My 
TS advisor helped me with my FAFSA and understand the financial aid process.” 

– Rebekah F., Paris Junior College TS, Class of 2021

mailto:cbarham@parisjc.edu


For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound program at the Paris Junior College please contact  
Christi Barham, Program Director, at cbarham@parisjc.edu or (903) 782-0355. 

 

 
 

PARIS JUNIOR COLLEGE – PARIS, TX 
 

The TRIO Upward Bound program at Paris Junior College serves approximately 86  students from Avery High 
School, Chisum High School, Clarksville High School, Detroit High School, North Lamar High School, Paris High 
School, Prairiland High School, and Rivercrest High School in Lamar and Red River Counties, Texas. Upward 
Bound provides participants with an intensive academic experience on Saturdays and for six weeks each summer 
on the campus of Paris Junior College. The curriculum includes academic instruction, personal mentoring, 
financial aid counseling, standardized test preparation, opportunities for college site visits, and assistance with 
college and financial aid applications. Our participants come from low-income families across Lamar and Red 
River Counties in which neither parent has a college degree. 

 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee our 
students success! 

 
In 2020-2021, 100% of participants a GPA of 2.5 and above. 

 
In 2020-2021, 100% of high school seniors achieved at the proficient level on 
state standardized assessments in reading/language arts and math. 

 
In 2020-2021, 100% of participant were promoted to the next grade level or 
graduated with a regular secondary school diploma. 

 
In 2020-2021, 100% of high school seniors graduated high school with rigorous 
secondary school program of study. 
 

In 2020-2021, 83% of college ready participants enrolled in postsecondary 
education programs. 
 

In 2020-2021, 32% of former participants earned college degrees within six years 
of high school graduation. 

                                                                 – Tyler D., Paris Junior College UB, Detroit High School, Class of 2014 

“PJC Upward Bound helped me so many ways my family and I will never forget. They helped with scholarships that I 
didn’t even know existed and helped with the whole process from applying to colleges and financial aid. Because of 
PJC Upward Bound I am Gates Millennial Scholar, Class of 2014 which paid for all my college expenses. UB made it 
possible for me to go to college. Today I am Mechanical Engineer for the Texas Department of Transportation.” 

mailto:cbarham@parisjc.edu


 

 
 

PARIS JUNIOR COLLEGE – PARIS, TX 
 
The TRIO Educational Opportunity Center (EOC) at Paris Junior College serves approximately 
1,100 participants across Delta, Fannin, Franklin, Hopkins, Hunt, Lamar, Morris, Rains, Red River 
and Titus counties in northeast Texas. EOC provides information and assistance with college 
admissions and financial aid applications. Participants include individuals seeking to earn a high 
school diploma or its equivalent (GED) and adults who desire to enter postsecondary education.  

 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes that helps 
guarantee our students success! 

 
In 2020-2021, 41% of participants without a secondary school 
diploma enrolled in programs leading to secondary school diploma or 
its equivalent. 
 
In 2020-2021, 82% of eligible participants completed financial aid 
applications.  
 

In 2020-2021, 90% of eligible participants completed postsecondary 
education admissions applications. 
 
In 2020-2021, 43% of eligible participants enrolled in postsecondary 
education.  
 

“EOC has friendly, informative staff who are very talented with their skills. I enjoyed the 
personal relationship we built most because they weren’t just helping a student they were 

helping someone they cared about and hoped continued on with their education.” 
 – Anonymous, Recently Enrolled 2021 PJC Student 
 

For more information about the TRIO Educational Opportunity Center program at Paris Junior College,  
please contact Dr. Ashley Jones, Program Director, at ashleyjones@parisjc.edu or (903)782-0353. 

mailto:ashleyjones@parisjc.edu


 
 

TEXARKANA COLLEGE 
 
The TRIO Educational Opportunity Center (EOC) at Texarkana College serves 
approximately 1,000 low-income adults across Bowie County (TX), Cass County (TX), 
Miller County (AR), Hempstead County (AR), and Little River County (AR) who desire to 
enter the academic arena. EOC provides counseling and information on college 
admissions and financial aid. Participants include individuals seeking to earn their high 
school diplomas as well as those who desire to enter (and possibly return to) 
postsecondary education programs. Our participants come from low-income families in 
which neither parent has a college degree. 

 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This 
helps guarantee our students success! 

 
In 2020-2021, 41% of participants without a secondary school 
diploma enrolled in programs leading to secondary school 
diploma or its equivalent. 

 
In 2020-2021, 57% of eligible participants enrolled in 
postsecondary education programs. 

  
“TRIO-EOC was my first stop and I looked up and I saw Ms. Tenequa Martin… Ms. Martin 
helped me and gave me encouragement… I bothered this woman so much I felt bad and 

she said, “you are not bothering me, it’s my job to help you in any way that I can. If I 
cannot, I will point you in the right direction.” 

– Patricia W., Texarkana College Commencement Speaker, 2021 
 

For more information about the TRIO Educational Opportunity Center program at Texarkana College, please 
contact Tenequa Martin, Program Director, at tenequa.martin@texarkanacollege.edu or (903)823-3356. 

mailto:tenequa.martin@texarkanacollege.edu


Dallas College Student Support Services 283 $360,614

Dallas College Talent Search 515 $277,375

Dallas College Upward Bound 70 $253,996

Dallas College Veterans Upward Bound 125 $0

Southwestern Christian

College
Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Host Institutions
TX
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5
Projects

1,053
students
Served

$1,189,586
In Federal

Funding



Navarro College Student Support Services 300 $445,609

UT-Arlington EOC 850 $232,050

UT-Arlington McNair 34 $189,409

UT-Arlington Student Support Services 285 $431,599

UT-Arlington Talent Search 501 $277,375

UT-Arlington Talent Search 501 $277,375

UT-Arlington Upward Bound 82 $77,874

UT-Arlington Upward Bound 62 $206,116

UT-Arlington Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

UT-Arlington Upward Bound Math/Science 65 $312,480

UT-Arlington Upward Bound Math/Science 75 $371,234

UT-Arlington Veterans Upward Bound 135 $297,601

Host Institutions
TX
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12
Projects

2,950
students
Served

$3,416,323
In Federal

Funding



 

 
 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON – ARLINGTON, TX 
 

The TRIO Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program, known as the 
McNair Scholars Program, at the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA) serves 
approximately 34 low-income, first-generation, and underrepresented 
upperclassmen at this institution who aspire to pursue doctoral degrees. McNair 
provides participants with research opportunities, faculty mentoring, conference 
attendance, and the opportunity to engage in other scholarly activities in 
preparation for graduate study.  By 2022, the UTA McNair program had produced 
dozens of doctorates and a number of professional degrees. 
 
 
 

 
 

“The McNair summer internship exposed me to 
the rigors of conducting original research and 
gave me a competitive advantage in my 
doctoral program.” 
 
McNair Scholar Alumna Dr. Mayowa Awe (nee Olawoyin) is currently the 
Director of inSTEM, an auxiliary mentorship program for undergraduate STEM 
students from underrepresented communities, at the National Science and 
Technology Medals Foundation. 

 
 
 

For more information about the McNair Scholars Program at the 
 University of Texas at Arlington, please contact Dr. Kenyatta Dawson,  

Program Director, at Kenyatta.dawson@uta.edu.  

mailto:Kenyatta.dawson@uta.edu


 
The University of Texas at Arlington – Arlington, TX 

 
The TRIO Upward Bound Math & Science LOCAL program at The University of Texas at Arlington serves 
approximately 65 students from four high schools: Alvarado High School, Ennis High School, Mansfield 
Timberview High School and Venus High School. Upward Bound Math & Science provides participants 
with an intensive academic experience on Saturdays and for six weeks each summer on the campus of 
The University of Texas at Arlington. The curriculum includes academic instruction, personal mentoring, 
financial aid counseling, standardized test preparation, opportunities for college site visits, and 
assistance with college and financial aid applications. Our participants come from low-income families 
across North Texas in which neither parent has a four-year college degree.  
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps 
guarantee our students success!   

 
 
 
In comparing high school graduates enrolling in college in Fall 2020, 
the UTA UBMS LOCAL Program cohort achieved a 70.6% college 
enrollment rate, as compared to the national rate for 2020 of 62.7%. 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. 
 
In comparing high school graduation cohorts for 2014, the UTA UBMS 
LOCAL Program cohort achieved at 66.7% six-year college graduation 
rate, as compared to the national rate for 2014 of 60.1%. Source: 
National Student Clearinghouse Report, Completing College. 
 

 
“UBMS gave me the tools and resources to not only be successful in college, but also in my 

professional career. I was able to attend my first-choice university, be highly involved in various 
extracurricular activities, and maintain a GPA that allowed me to intern where I work today. I currently 

work in cardiac rehab at Baylor Scott and White The Heart Hospital Plano. Every day, I am able to 
serve others with the same enthusiasm that was shown to me. I am so thankful for the opportunities 

that I was given.” 
– Kelsey G., Baylor University, Class of 2018 

(Venus High School Graduate, Class of 2014) 
 

For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound Math & Science LOCAL Program at The University of Texas at 
Arlington, please contact Lisa Thompson, Program Director, at lthompson@uta.edu or (817) 272-2636.  

mailto:lthompson@uta.edu


 

 
 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS – ARLINGTON  
 

The TRIO Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) program at the University of Texas, 
Arlington serves approximately 135 low-income, first-generation military veterans. 
VUB provides a unique service to veterans hoping to return to college, aiding them 
in the transition process through intensive basic skills development and short-term 
remedial courses. Additionally, participants receive assistance in navigating the 
services offered by Department of Veterans Affairs, veterans associations, and other 
veteran support organizations. 
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. 
This helps guarantee our students success!   
 

 
In 2020-2021, 71% of participants that completed our VUB 
program enrolled in postsecondary education programs. 

 
 
“I would like to say that the staff here helped me with every step to get into college and do my 

financial aid. I would like to thank everyone here at Veterans Upward Bound for getting the 
information to get me in and get me started. Without their help, I would have been lost and 
probably not started school. They went above and beyond duty to help me and guide me 

every step of the way. I owe my coming to UTA to Veterans Upward Bound staff. They were 
always available to me for any questions or to tell me where to get things done. The 

VetSuccess Counselor has gotten me every piece of information I have asked for through the 
VA system. Therefore, I would like to thank the Veterans Upward Bound staff for all the help 

and assistance they have given me as a veteran.”- Larry L.  
 
For more information about the TRIO Veterans Upward Bound program at The University of 
Texas, Arlington, please contact Lisa Thompson, Executive Director, at lthompson@uta.edu or 

(817) 272-2610.  

mailto:lthompson@uta.edu


 
Navarro College, Corsicana, Texas 

 
The TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) program at Navarro College serves 300 undergraduate community 
college students. TRIO SSS provides participants with academic instruction, personal mentoring, financial aid 
counseling, and other supports necessary to ensure that they achieve their goals of earning a postsecondary 
education. Our participants are either disabled, first-generation (parents have not completed a bachelor’s 
degree) or come from low-income families.  
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee our 
students success!   
 

In 2020-201, 75.75% of program participants persisted from the fall of 2020 to the 
fall of 2021. 
 
In 2020-2021, 42.96% of eligible participants earned an associate’s degree or 
certificate within four years and 37.78% transferred to a four-year University 
within four years. 

 
“TRIO has helped me in many different ways. Navarro College has the best TRIO program in the nation by far! 
The atmosphere when you first walk in TRIO is unreal. The advisors make us feel at home and I thank all the 

advisors at Navarro College! Y’all are the best!! TRIO has kept me out of trouble and the advisors kept pushing 
me to come to study every day and hard work pays off. Thank you, TRIO for pushing me when I doubted myself, 

and thank you for the tutors who helped me out during my time at Navarro College! Thank you, TRIO for 
helping me complete my associate degree and find my home for the next 2 years at my dream college!” 

Joshua T., Navarro College, Class of 2022 
 

TRIO has helped me make better decisions not just for my life but for school as well. It has helped me 
academically with tutoring since they’re always available If I ever have a problem, I know I can come talk to 
someone in TRIO and they can help me find ways to fix it. I love the TRIO staff everyone is so supportive and 

friendly.   
Cassandra C., Navarro College, Class of 2023 

 
“As an adult student entering college for the first time, I found myself lost trying to navigate all the everyday 

processes of a college student. TRIO SSS became my go to place for support and guidance. They helped me map 
out my educational and career path as well as provide essential resources and skills to ensure academic 

success. Whatever I needed, TRIO was always there to help! Being a part of TRIO was such a positive 
experience for me, I came back to work as an Academic Advisor, and it has been the best 10 years of my life! “   

Robin D., Navarro College Class of 2008/TRiO SSS Academic Advisor 2012-2022 
 

For more information about the TRIO SSS program at the Navarro College  
please contact Kraig Curry, Program Director, at kraig.curry@navarrocollege.edu or (903) 875-7740.  



Host Institutions

Lone Star College System Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Lone Star College System Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Lone Star College System Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Lone Star College System Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Lone Star College System Student Support Services 160 $270,104

Lone Star College System Talent Search 542 $300,675

Lone Star College System Upward Bound 58 $252,255

Lone Star College System Upward Bound 67 $265,707

Sam Houston State

University
McNair 29 $216,983

Sam Houston State

University
Student Support Services 165 $275,105

Sam Houston State

University

Student Support Services-Teacher

Prep
140 $261,888
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Houston Baptist University Student Support Services 140 $261,888
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S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S

TRIO

The mission of SSS at HBU is to help participants succeed holistically by
empowering them to expand their horizons. Utilizing the core values of
faith, authenticity, and teamwork, our students receive access to
individualized opportunities designed to help them be successful at and
beyond their undergraduate experience. Academic coaching, financial
training, graduate school preparation, and community support are just
some of the ways SSS at HBU ensures TRIO Works!

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY - HOUSTON, TX

Telephone: 281-649-3237 SGarza@hbu.edu

In the program's 6th-year,
79% of eligible participants
earned their bachelor’s
degree.

For more information about the TRIO Student Support Services program at 
Houston Baptist University please contact Sarah Garza, Program Director.

The TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) program at Houston Baptist
University (HBU) serves approximately 140 undergraduates. 

“TRIO is a great program. It helps you
in every aspect—as a student and as
an individual.” 

- Rosaura Elias, Class of 2021 



National TRIO
Day Celebration

2022
TRIO ALUMNI

“I’m truly grateful for the TRIO
staff at HBU. The TRIO staff are
here to support future
participants in the same way
that they did for me, and I know
that the students will be well
taken care of.” 
– Ngoc Pham, Class of 2020

“My college journey was certainly
not without failure. Even though I
felt crushed for failing classes, I
always felt supported and uplifted
by TRIO. My success coach helped
me pivot, and we hit the ground
running looking for internships to
help me identify a career plan. I
went from failing a couple of
classes to being a straight-A
student and enjoying the business
world.” 
– Jacqueline Mendez, Class of 2018

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY - HOUSTON, TX



National TRIO
Day Celebration

2022

TRIO'S IMPACT

"National TRIO Day Celebration and the TRIO Family Dinner
have both made me branch out and talk to others a lot
more, which I have enjoyed."

-Erika Garcia

"TRIO supports and motivates a student's growth as a
person. TRIO has impacted me to experience new cultural
events."

-Michael Johnican

"TRIO has taught me to always ask for help and guidance
when I’m lost and to give back!"

-Erica Ruiz

"There is always someone to help you, and I got to meet
new people."

-Kauthar Ilham  

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY - HOUSTON, TX



National TRIO
Day Celebration

2022

TRIO'S IMPACT

"My advisor is a great listener, and I like to feel like I matter.
TRIO is a family and impacts people's lives in one way or
another."

-Lourdes Orozco

"They are a constant support when I need it."
-Nadine Ineza

"TRIO literally saved me from dropping out of school. During
the time I was recruited, I was going through the worst
semester ever. I was failing 2 classes, was lonely in my dorm,
and I simply just needed some sort of support and guidance.
TRIO is THE number one reason why I'm still enrolled and
will continue to excel in not only academics but also in all
aspects of my life. Thank you TRIO for choosing me to be a
part of this wonderful program."

-La'Shira Washington

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY - HOUSTON, TX



National TRIO
Day Celebration

2022

TRIO'S IMPACT

"I’ve been able to share unique experiences, but I have also
seen so much growth within myself because of TRIO. I
remember the first time I had to speak at a first-generation
event and how I was very insecure and nervous. The second
time I was asked to speak, which was this year, I really
enjoyed it even though I was still nervous. I was also able to
write something and share it with people, and that’s given
me the confidence to write and share it with others."

-Madalyn Chavez

"TRIO has helped improve my grades and kept me
accountable for my academic and social well-being."

-Evie Sline

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY - HOUSTON, TX



National TRIO
Day Celebration

2022
PARTICIPANTS SAY
PARTICIPANTS SAY
PARTICIPANTS SAY

TRIO IS...TRIO IS...TRIO IS...

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY - HOUSTON, TX



Austin Community College

District
Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Austin Community College

District
Upward Bound 60 $297,546

Austin Community College

District
Upward Bound 60 $297,546
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Ranger College Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Ranger College Upward Bound 60 $297,601
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Host Institutions

Opportunity Resource

Services
EOC 1,000 $272,753

Opportunity Resource

Services
EOC 850 $232,050

Texas Christian University McNair 28 $293,243

Texas Christian University Student Support Services 160 $306,037

Texas Christian University Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

Weatherford College Student Support Services 160 $294,722

Weatherford College Talent Search 592 $328,413

Weatherford College Upward Bound 55 $297,601
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Texas Christian University 

 
The TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) Classic and the newly awarded STEM & Health Sciences 
program at the Texas Christian University serves approximately 230 undergraduates at the 
Texas Christian University. SSS provides participants with academic instruction, personal 
mentoring, financial aid counseling, and other supports necessary to ensure that they achieve 
their goals of earning a postsecondary education. Our participants come from low-income 
families across in which neither parent has a college degree.  
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps 
guarantee our students success!   

Classic Program Accomplishments 
 

In 2019-2020, 99% of first-year students persisted to the next 
academic year. 
 
In 2019-2020, 91% of eligible participants earned their bachelor’s 
degree. 
 

 
 
“TCU TRIO SSS has allowed me to have a safe space on campus. The program gave me a home 
away from home because I am from out of state. Within TRIO I found a family and a connects 
that are incredibly supportive and encouraging. Many of us come from similar backgrounds so 
we all understand each other’s struggles and are able to work toward a common goal which is 
graduating. The TRIO staff has always provided unconditional support, real advice and often 
time just a space for me to talk about my problems.” 
– Evelese R., Nursing & Comparative Race Ethnic Studies Double Major | 
Texas Christian University, Class of 2023 
 
 
For more information about the TRIO Student Support Services program at the Texas Christian 
University, please contact Cynthia Montes, Program Director, at c.montes@tcu.edu or 817-
257-5680.  



Amarillo College Student Support Services 100 $212,582

Amarillo College Student Support Services-STEM 140 $261,888

Frank Phillips College Student Support Services 165 $275,105

Midwestern State

University
Student Support Services 165 $261,888

North Central Texas

College
Student Support Services 165 $294,703

North Central Texas

College
Talent Search 500 $277,375

West Texas A&M University McNair 30 $265,516

West Texas A&M University Talent Search 503 $279,040

West Texas A&M University Upward Bound 82 $390,288

West Texas A&M University Upward Bound Math/Science 62 $297,601

Host Institutions
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In 2020-21...

82% 85% 49% 35%
of our students

persisted to the next
academic year.

GOAL = 75%

of our students
remained in Good

Academic Standing.
GOAL = 65%

of our 2017-18
students graduated &

earned their associate's
degree/certificate.

GOAL = 18%

of our 2017-18
graduates also
transferred to a

4-year university.
GOAL = 9%

"TRIO has help me in
tremendous ways. They have

helped me through the
difficult college process of
signing up for classes and

making sure I’m on track to
transfer to UNT. I also

appreciate my TRIO advisor
Alex for helping me

throughout my time at
NCTC!"

Vincent Nguyen
Class of 2021

"TRIO has helped me ease
my nerves about being a first
gen student. I knew if I didn’t
know the answer to a college
related question, TRIO would

guide me to the correct
place! I never felt alone in
TRIO because a lot of us
were in the same boat!"

Jereni Flores
Class of 2020

The TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) program at North Central Texas College (NCTC) serves 
approximately 165 undergraduates at NCTC. TRIO SSS provides participants with academic advising, 
personal mentoring, financial aid counseling, and other supports necessary to ensure that they achieve 
their goals of earning a postsecondary education. Our participants come from low-income families across 
Denton and Cooke counties in which neither parent has a college degree.

Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee 
our students' success!

For more information about the TRIO Student Support Services Program at North Central Texas College, please
contact Nancy Zamora, Director of TRIO Programs, at nzamora@nctc.edu or at (940) 498-6212.



  

In 2020-2021, 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the 
next grade level. 
 
In 2020- 2021, 100% of high school seniors graduated 
from secondary school.  
 
In 2020-2021, 72% of college-ready participants enrolled 
in postsecondary education programs 
 
By 2021, 78% of former participants earned college 
degrees within six years of high school graduation. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – CANYON, TX 
 

The TRIO Upward Bound program at West Texas A&M University serves 82 students 
from Dimmitt High School, Hereford High School, Tulia High School, and Caprock High 
School in the panhandle of Texas. Upward Bound provides participants with an intensive 
academic experience on Saturdays and for six weeks each summer on the campus of 
West Texas A&M University. The curriculum includes academic instruction, personal 
mentoring, financial aid counseling, standardized test preparation, opportunities for 
college visits, and assistance with college and financial aid applications. Our participants 
are from low-income families across the panhandle of Texas in which neither parent has a 
college degree.  
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This 
helps guarantee our students success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“UB helped me improve my study and academic skills, which helped me get through high school 
successfully. UB helped me get more involved with extracurricular activities, and it helped me get excited 
about going to college. You need to come to Upward Bound! Really participate! They will help you!” 
                       - Aaron Porras, Class of 2018, Engineering Student at WTAMU 
 

For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound Program at West Texas A&M University, please 
contact Brenda Keith, Program Director, at bkeith@wtamu.edu or (806) 651-2351. 

 

In 2020-2021, 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the 
next grade level. 
 
In 2020- 2021, 100% of high school seniors graduated 
from secondary school.  
 
In 2020-2021, 77% of college-ready participants enrolled 
in postsecondary education programs 
 
By 2021, 45% of former participants earned college 
degrees within six years of high school graduation. 

mailto:bkeith@wtamu.edu


  
 

Yared Avalos Class of 2021 
Hereford High School, Hereford, TX 79045 

WTAMU Upward Bound Math-Science Program 
 
Yared Avalos joined the Upward Bound Math-Science program in 2018 as a freshman from Hereford High School 
in Hereford, TX. Like his brother before him, Yared participated in UBMS all four years of high school. He 
attended every Academic Saturday and Summer Academy he could go to and even became a student leader 
within the program helping staff recruit students and post about our wonderful program on social media.  
 
Yared has always had great dreams of going to a selective school. He accomplished this and was accepted to 
19 selective universities with full rides to each (the universities listed on the poster pictured above are the schools 
he was accepted to). Yared is a son of immigrant parents who came to this country in search of a better life for 
their children. Through his hard work and with the support of his high school teachers, coaches, counselors, and 
the Upward Bound Math-Science staff, Yared ultimately chose Stanford and is studying Political Science and 
History. 
  



 
  Christian C. joined Upward Bound Math-Science at West Texas A&M 

University during his freshman year at Hereford High School. He actively 
participated in all Academic Saturdays and attended each day of every 
Summer Academy. Christian not only built academic skills through his UBMS 
participation, but also grew socially, emotionally, and mentally. He made 
lasting friendships with his peers.  

Christian applied to the Quest Bridge program, which is a national college 
match program that connects students from low-income backgrounds to the 
most competitive colleges and universities in the nation. With the assistance 
and guidance from his UBMS advisor, Christian was named a finalist. 
Although he did not get directly matched, he did get accepted into Dartmouth 
College, where he continues to attend today. 

Faith K. was recruited to UBMS at West Texas A&M University during her 
sophomore year of high school. She has actively participated in all aspects of 
the program, but especially loves and benefits from one-on-one advising 
sessions with her UBMS advisor at her school during the school year. Faith 
will be graduating from high school this May, 2022, and she will be the first 
person in her immediately family to ever complete secondary school and 
receive a high school diploma.  

While being the first person to even finish high school is a great triumph, Faith 
has learned through her participation in UBMS that she can go further. She is 
a semifinalist for the Dell Scholarship, which is a nationally competitive 
scholarship program that awards $20,000 and various resources for the 
winner’s college career. She plans to pursue a degree in Psychology and 
ultimately advance to studying Neuroscience in a post-graduate setting. 

Brian C. began participating in UBMS at West Texas A&M University during 
his sophomore year of high school. Brian comes from a single parent home 
and has never known his father. He feels he has always fulfilled the role of 
“man of the house” in his father’s absence. Brian’s mother works long hours 
at a local meat packing plant and picks up extra jobs whenever she can in 
order to make ends meet. Due to their circumstances, the COVID-19 
pandemic hit Brian’s family hard. In order for their family to make ends meet 
and survive, Brian had to opt for online school instruction and took a roofing 
job. This proved difficult and could have jeopardized his academic success. 
Upward Bound Math-Science provided Brian with additional tutorials and 
support, and he was able to successfully complete his high school courses 
with passing grades during the most difficult time his family has ever faced. 
Brian credits UBMS for his continued success. He will graduate this May, 
2022, and he plans to attend a local community college so he can continue to 
help his mother while going to school. Through his participation in UBMS, 
Brian has developed the skills necessary to persist in education despite 
difficult circumstances. He is a true student of grit! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Mee Mee S. and her family immigrated to the United States when she was a 
small child from a war torn village outside of Thailand. As a very young girl, 
Mee Mee witnessed the many atrocities of war. Her parents immigrated their 
family to the United States in order to provide their children opportunity for a 
safer, more prosperous life. Mee Mee’s parents have worked at a local meat 
packing plant since arriving in Amarillo, TX and they have an elementary 
education. Mee Mee will be graduating within the 1% of her class with a 
perfect GPA this May, 2022. She will be the first person in her family to pursue 
the American Dream by way of higher education. UBMS has helped her 
prepare for this through advising sessions, Academic Saturday classes, and 
Summer Academy programming. The program has also provided financial 
literacy lessons and materials in order to assist her family in continuing to 
manage their finances. 

Mee Mee is a semifinalist for the Dell Scholarship, which is a nationally 
competitive scholarship that offers $20,000 and various resources throughout 
each winner’s college career. She has been accepted into all the schools she 
has applied to and will be making a decision soon. She plans to enter a pre-
medical program and eventually pursue medical school, through which she 
plans to become a cardiologist and give back to her community. 

Rose N. participated in Upward Bound Math-Science at West Texas A&M 
University all four years of her high school career. She graduated from Palo 
Duro high school in 2017. Through her participation in UBMS, Rose 
experienced a significant increase in her confidence and sense of self-
efficacy. She learned to advocate for herself and pursue opportunities with 
courage and tenacity. She also built lasting friendships with many of her 
UBMS peers.  

UBMS assisted Rose in exploring her interests and schools that best match 
those interests. Shortly after high school graduation, Rose moved to New York 
City and attended the SUNY Fashion Institute of Technology, where she 
obtained a Bachelor of Science in Fashion Business.  



 Austin B. is currently in 11th grade at Tulia High School and has been 
participating in Upward Bound since his freshman year. This is what Austin 
has to say about his Upward Bound experience: 

“Upward Bound has taught me more about how to manage time. I use the 
TRIO planner they gave me to manage my time at work. I haven’t been to 
Academic Saturdays because of work, but I am very excited to go on the 
Texas Tech trip on Monday. Since it’s a school day, I can go. Priscilla [UB 
Advisor] has been a really good advisor to me. She has helped me pass my 
classes, and she has just been there helping me out.” 

Austin is continuing to explore his career interests and build his post-
secondary education plan through his participation in Upward Bound. 

Erick H. is currently in 10th grade at Tulia High School and has been 
participating in Upward Bound since his freshman year. This is what Erick has 
to say about his Upward Bound experience: 

“Upward Bound has helped me in more ways than I can count. It’s helped me 
grow relationships with people from other towns and cultures, and it gave me 
many amazing memories. My favorite thing about Upward Bound is how it 
sounds kind of boring at first, but it turns out to be one of the most amazing 
things you’ll ever do if you really try it.”  

Erick’s advisor has seen tremendous growth happen since he has joined 
Upward Bound. UB services have helped Erick increase his GPA and develop 
lasting academic skills. He is continuing to explore his career interests and 
build his post-secondary education plan through UB services.  

Deng D. participated in Upward Bound during his entire high school career, 
and he graduated with honors and in the top 15% of his class in 2018. Deng’s 
family fled to the United States from a war torn area in Africa when he was 
young. As his parents worked to provide a better life for their children, Deng 
worked hard in school. Upward Bound assisted him in developing the skills 
needed to further develop his academic performance and to attend college. 
During his years in UB, Deng learned strong leadership skills and made 
lasting friendships.  

Deng currently attend the University of Texas at San Antonio, where he is 
pursuing an Engineering degree.   



College of the Mainland Student Support Services 191 $292,141

College of the Mainland Upward Bound 70 $312,287

Galveston College Student Support Services 206 $283,895

Galveston College Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Lamar University-Beaumont McNair 26 $196,577
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Region One Education

Service Center
EOC 1,000 $272,053

University of Texas-Rio

Grande Valley
Talent Search 905 $502,050

University of Texas-Rio

Grande Valley
Upward Bound 75 $359,826

University of Texas-Rio

Grande Valley
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

University of Texas-Rio

Grande Valley
Upward Bound Math/Science 67 $312,480
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TRiO Talent Search Works! 
 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley currently hosts three Talent Search (TS) pre-college access grants 
which encompass Cameron, Willa- cy and Hidalgo Counties. The purpose of TS is to increase the number of 
disadvantaged youth who finish high school, enroll into and complete a college degree. The grants serve 
approximately 2,111 low-income, first-generation students who aspire to a college education. The UTRGV- TS 
programs are in 8 school districts, 14 middle schools and 15 high schools. They provide a structured, 
incremental curriculum of college readiness activities which includes college and career exploration, learning 
assessments, study skills, financial literacy, connections to tutoring, mentoring, financial aid counseling, 
standardized test preparation, opportunities for college visits, and assistance with all facets of the college 
entrance process. 

    TS-Edinburg (Funded to serve 905)         TS-Brownsville (Funded to serve 680)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                        TS-Willacy County (Funded to serve 525) 
 99% (1,344 of 1,351) UTRGV Talent Search non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 

 99% (362 of 364) UTRGV Talent Search high school seniors graduated from secondary school. 

 70% (254 of 364) UTRGV Talent Search Class of 2021 enrolled in college. 

 60% (163 of 270) UTRGV Talent Search Class of 2015 who enrolled in college completed degrees within 
six years of high school graduation. 

 
  Visit us on the web at www.utrgv.edu/talentsearch  
 

For more information about the TRIO Talent Search Programs at the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley, please contact 

Dr. Leo Villarreal, at Leo.Villarreal@utrgv.edu and Carlos A. Rios, at 
Carlos.Rios@utrgv.edu. 

http://www.utrgv.edu/talentsearch
mailto:Leo.Villarreal@utrgv.edu
mailto:Carlos.Rios@utrgv.edu


In 2020-2021 the nine UTRGV Upward Bound Grants 
served 658 participants. 

Visit us on the web at www.utrgv.edu/ub 

    TRiO    UPWARD BOUND WORKS! 

UB Port Isabel-Rio Hondo (Funded to serve 140) 

UB Brownsville (Funded to serve 140) 

 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley currently hosts nine Upward Bound (UB) pre-college access grants which 
encompass Cameron, Willacy, Starr, and Hidalgo Counties. The purpose of UB is to increase the number of 
disadvantaged youths who finish high school, enroll into, and complete a college degree. The grants serve 
approximately 660 low-income, first-generation students who aspire to a college education. The UTRGV-UB 
programs are in 9 school districts and 12 high schools. They provide a structured, incremental curriculum of college 
readiness activities which includes college and career exploration, learning assessments, study skills, financial 
literacy, after school tutoring and mentoring, financial aid counseling and application assistance, standardized test 
preparation, opportunities for college visits and community service activities, assistance with scholarship 
applications, personal statements, and all facets of the college entrance process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ 96% UTRGV Upward Bound non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 

■ 84% UTRGV Upward Bound high school seniors graduated from secondary school. 

■ 74% UTRGV Upward Bound Class of 2021 enrolled in college. 

■ 49% UTRGV Upward Bound Class of 2015 who enrolled in college completed degrees within 
six years of high school graduation. But please note that only UB Edinburg, UB Brownsville 

and UB Rio Hondo have existed long enough to have a graduating class of 2015. 
 

 

 

For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound Programs at the University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley, please contact Petra Vaquera at petra.lopezvaquera@utrgv.edu, Irasema 

Valencia at irasema.valencia@utrgv.edu, Dolores Gomez at dolores.gomez@utrgv.edu, Eddie 
Armendariz at eddie.armendariz01@utrgv.edu, or Juana Llanas at juana.llanas@utrgv.edu. 

UB Edinburg (Funded to serve 148) 

UB Rio Grande-Grulla (Funded to serve 120) 

UB Lyford-Raymondville (Funded to serve 120) 



 

TRiO Upward Bound Math & Science Works! 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley TRIO Upward Bound Math and Science programs serve 
approximately 130 students from 6 different high schools including: Donna, Weslaco East, Weslaco, 
Harlingen South, Harlingen, and San Benito High Schools. The Upward Bound Math and Science program is 
designed to strengthen the Math and Science skills of participating students. The goal of the program is to 
help students recognize and develop their potential to excel in math and science and to encourage them to 
pursue postsecondary degrees in math and science, and ultimately careers in the math and science 
profession.  Upward Bound Math and Science serves: high school students from low-income families; and/or 
high school students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. Each year, our program 
is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee our students success! 
  

In 2020-21, the two UTRGV UBMS Grants served 130 participants. 

▪ 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 
 

▪ 100% of high school seniors graduated from secondary education. 
 

▪ 88% of college ready participants enrolled in post-secondary 
education programs. 
 

▪ 60% of former participants (2015 graduates) earned college degrees 
within six years of high school graduation. 

UBMS Edinburg (Funded to Serve 63) UBMS Brownsville (Funded to Serve 67) 

Visit us on the web at www.utrgv.edu/ubms 

For more information about the TRIO UBMS Programs at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
please contact: 

Norma Miranda at norma.miranda@utrgv.edu or 956-882-7646;  
Juan Garcia at juan.garcia@utrgv.edu or 956-665-8703 

 

mailto:norma.miranda@utrgv.edu
mailto:juan.garcia@utrgv.edu


El Paso Community College Student Support Services 600 $707,647

LULAC National Education

Service Centers, Inc.
Talent Search 500 $277,375

University of Texas - El

Paso
Student Support Services 200 $347,074

University of Texas - El

Paso
Talent Search 619 $343,390

University of Texas - El

Paso
Upward Bound 92 $474,983

University of Texas - El

Paso
Upward Bound 78 $404,000

Host Institutions
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Funding



Baylor University McNair 25 $261,888

Education Service Center

Region 12
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Education Service Center

Region 12
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Education Service Center

Region 12
Upward Bound 60 $297,600

McLennan Community

College
EOC 850 $232,050

McLennan Community

College
Student Support Services 240 $383,175

McLennan Community

College
Upward Bound 83 $429,669

Host Institutions
TX
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7
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1,378
students
Served

$2,199,584
In Federal

Funding



 
McLennan Community College – Waco, Texas 

 
The TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) program at McLennan Community College serves 
approximately 240 undergraduates at McLennan. SSS provides participants with academic 
instruction, personal mentoring, financial aid counseling, and other supports necessary to 
ensure that they achieve their goals of earning a postsecondary education. Our participants 
come from low-income families across McLennan & Falls counties in which neither parent has a 
college degree.  
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps 
guarantee our students success!   
 
 

In 2020-21, 90% of our students persisted to the next academic year. 
 
In 2020-21, 82% of our students maintained at least a 2.5 grade point 
average. 
 
In 2020-21, 52% of first-year participants who received TRIO SSS 
services from 2017-18 earned their associates degree or certificate. 
 
In 2020-21, 26% of our first-year participants from 2017-18 graduated 
AND transferred to a university. 
 

 
“TRIO SSS has been there for me since the beginning of my journey as a college student and 

they are one of the reasons I’m still here today.  During my first semester, I remember feeling 
confused and like I did not belong, however, those feelings disappeared once I became part of 

SSS. I love the support they offer – having somebody I can talk to, attending workshops, having 
people that have become like family.  I love being part of TRIO! 

– Maria S., McLennan Community College, Class of 2024 
 

For more information about the TRIO Student Support Services program at McLennan, please 
contact Laura Crapps, Project Director, at lcrapps@mclennan.edu or (254) 299-8451.  

mailto:lcrapps@mclennan.edu


Houston Community College EOC 1,000 $272,753

Houston Community College Upward Bound 131 $511,694

LULAC National Education Service

Centers, Inc.
Talent Search 500 $277,375

LULAC National Education Service

Centers, Inc.
Talent Search 500 $277,375

LULAC National Education Service

Centers, Inc.
Talent Search 500 $277,375

LULAC National Education Service

Centers, Inc.
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

LULAC National Education Service

Centers, Inc.
Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Parris Foundation Talent Search 500 $277,375

Parris Foundation Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Parris Foundation Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs

of Metro Houston
Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Texas Southern University EOC 1,105 $394,270

Texas Southern University Student Support Services 144 $261,888

Texas Southern University Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

Texas Southern University Talent Search 971 $538,664

Texas Southern University Upward Bound 96 $493,458

Texas Southern University Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

University of Houston-Downtown Talent Search 875 $485,407

University of Houston-Downtown Upward Bound 115 $574,875

Host Institutions
TX
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19
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6,917
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Served

$6,690,003
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Funding



 

 

Dr. Katherine M. Bacon-PhD., LPC.  
Executive Director – The Parris Foundation 
Associate Professor – The University of Houston – Victoria; Counseling Education 
TRIO Alumni – Talent Search, Student Support Services 

“The impact TRIO had on my life has changed over the years. Initially, it helped me achieve something 
society thought I was not capable of as a teenage mother. And that was successfully graduating from 
high school and enrolling into college. Later, the impact TRIO had on my life was the mindset that I 
can achieve things that may seem to have insurmountable barriers and odds. The programs showed 

me that if I am willing to ask for help and be open-minded to trying something new; I’m capable of accomplishing more than 
the expectations set upon me by a system that viewed me as a statistic incapable of achieving a college education.  As result, 
the impact that TRIO had on my life has come full circle as a tenured professor at a research post-secondary institution.  I 
enjoy the opportunity to speak with young TRIO participants about the impact of TRIO programs and how investing in their 
future can prepare them for success. It is those moments where I am reminded of the impact that it had on me and without 
it; most likely would have a different outcome. I extremely grateful for TRIO! 

 

 

Maida Camacho,  
Program Adviser – The Parris Foundation 
TRIO Alumni – Upward Bound, Student Support Services 

I believe TRIO programs are a vital role in my higher education because I would not have the 
resources available to pursue an undergraduate degree, much less a graduate (Masters) degree. 

Beginning with Upward Bound (UB), as a sophomore at MacArthur High School, I became a participant of UB, which afforded 
me access to educational and cultural enrichment activities. Along with providing tutoring and Saturday College Prep Days, 
the consistent engagement in becoming acclimated with the college environment gave me the knowledge I needed to pursue 
a college education. As an undergrad, I became a participant of Student Support Services at Lone Star College as well as at 
Texas State University. I would meet with my program advisor to help me keep track of time management on course 
assignments, tutoring services, and cultural enrichment activities. 

 

 

Pashence Columbus 
Program Adviser- Parris Foundation 
TRIO Alumni - Upward Bound 

Throughout high school and my undergraduate career my TRIO counselors gave me the positive 
resources to excel in an environment where the statistics said I would fail. The support I gained 
from TRIO, through tutoring services and advisement helped me believe that I can achieve my 
goals. I have gained lifelong mentors through my time with TRIO and encourage others to become 
a part of what feels like a family.  

 



Abilene Christian University McNair 27 $237,670

Abilene Christian University Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Abilene Christian University Talent Search 518 $287,361

Abilene Christian University Upward Bound 65 $312,688

Learn, Inc. EOC 1,359 $481,292

Learn, Inc. Talent Search 1,263 $700,649

McMurry University Student Support Services 140 $261,888

South Plains College Student Support Services 160 $294,725

South Plains College Upward Bound 70 $345,499

Texas Tech University McNair 25 $261,888

Texas Tech University Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Western Texas College Student Support Services 165 $275,105

Western Texas College Talent Search 542 $300,675

Western Texas College Upward Bound 52 $297,601

Host Institutions
TX
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Ed Plus, Inc. Upward Bound 65 $337,477

Our Lady of the Lake

University
McNair 26 $205,841

St. Mary's University McNair 25 $178,804

St. Mary's University Student Support Services 140 $261,887

St. Mary's University Upward Bound 63 $156,791

St. Mary's University Upward Bound 108 $290,530

University of Texas-San

Antonio
McNair 25 $198,888

University of Texas-San

Antonio
Student Support Services 144 $261,888

University of Texas-San

Antonio
Talent Search 830 $460,443

University of Texas-San

Antonio
Talent Search 500 $277,375

University of Texas-San

Antonio
Talent Search 500 $277,375

University of Texas-San

Antonio
Upward Bound 50 $47,901

University of Texas-San

Antonio
Upward Bound 50 $84,195
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13
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2,526
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Served

$3,039,395
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Funding

Host Institutions

Ed Plus, Inc.



I love being able to meet like-minded people and
I love the opportunity to understand and get a

glimpse of college life
 -Lizet R., StMU UB

The most rewarding part is this program gives me an
opportunity to have help in the future for college.

Jayleen L., StMU UB

The most rewarding part would have to be the support
and resources Upward Bound provides, as it has helped
me in various ways, such as getting a voucher to retake

the SAT.
-Henry H., StMU UB

Upward Bound provides more support;
another group of people/family and

resources like Tutor.com.
-Luciano T., StMU UB

The most rewarding part of joining TRiO
Upward Bound is the many opportunities

that can come from the program. With
opportunities such as college viewing,

scholarships, and just extra help to push us
along the way.

-Adalia C., StMU UB

The most rewarding thing is the
amount of opportunities we are

given and how much the program
has helped me to want to go to

college and lead me more to the
career I am interested in.
-Karlairene F., StMU UB

The most rewarding part about
joining the TRiO Upward

Bound program is the amount
of resources I have gotten. I

want to emphasize the
awareness of scholarships that

they have given me and the
amount of support to apply to
them for benefitting my future.

-Andrea A., StMU UB.

Having the support. Having the staff to talk to,
guidance in life, and the opportunities that are
hard to find at school. They just care about us.

-Tabitha F., StMU UB

St. Mary's University Upward Bound 
Student Testimonials 



St. Edward's University McNair 29 $187,983

Trinity University McNair 26 $209,888

Trinity University Upward Bound 85 $437,848

University of the Incarnate

Word
Student Support Services 200 $279,815

Host Institutions
TX
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Alvin Community College Upward Bound 63 $312,480



Palo Alto College Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Palo Alto College Talent Search 500 $277,375

Palo Alto College Talent Search 500 $277,375

Palo Alto College Upward Bound 77 $259,560

Palo Alto College Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Southwest Texas Junior

College
EOC 1,000 $273,793

Southwest Texas Junior

College
Student Support Services 270 $358,220

Southwest Texas Junior

College
Upward Bound 60 $223,672

Sul Ross State University McNair 27 $163,888

Sul Ross State University Student Support Services 160 $275,105

Sul Ross State University Talent Search 503 $279,040

Sul Ross State University Upward Bound 70 $348,975

Host Institutions
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Choices Leadership, Inc. Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Dallas College Student Support Services 185 $359,727

Dallas College Upward Bound 65 $312,480

Host Institutions
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310
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Served
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Host Institutions

Opportunity Resource

Services
EOC 850 $232,050

Opportunity Resource

Services
Upward Bound 72 $297,601

Opportunity Resource

Services
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Opportunity Resource

Services
Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Opportunity Resource

Services
Upward Bound Math/Science 72 $297,601

Tarleton State University Student Support Services 140 $190,605

Tarleton State University Talent Search 500 $275,531

Tarleton State University Upward Bound 95 $327,142

University of Texas-Austin McNair 27 $203,888

9
Projects

1,876
students
Served

$2,419,620
In Federal

Funding
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Texas Woman's University Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Texas Woman's University Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

University of North Texas McNair 33 $160,478

University of North Texas Student Support Services 258 $409,610

University of North Texas Talent Search 899 $481,856

University of North Texas Talent Search 503 $269,603

University of North Texas Upward Bound 86 $460,244

Host Institutions
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS - DENTON, TX 
 
The TRIO Upward Bound program at the University of North Texas serves approximately 86 
students from Denton, Guyer, and Ryan high schools in Denton, TX as well as Sanger High 
School in Sanger, TX. Upward Bound provides participants with an intensive academic 
experience on Saturdays and for six weeks each summer on the campus of the University of 
North Texas. The curriculum includes academic instruction, personal mentoring, financial aid 
counseling, standardized test preparation, opportunities for college site visits, and assistance 
with college and financial aid applications. Our participants come from low-income families 
across Denton and Sanger in which neither parent has a college degree. 

 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps 
guarantee our students success! 

 

In 2020-2021, 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the next grade 
level. 

  
In 2020-2021, 100% of high school seniors graduated from 
secondary  school. 

 
In 2020-2021, 92% of college-ready participants enrolled in 
postsecondary education programs. 

 

By 2021, 71% of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 5  c o h o r t  
earned college degrees within   six years of high school graduation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound program at the University of North Texas, please contact 
Tori Nelson, Program Director, at Tori.Nelson@unt.edu or (940) 565-4182.  

“Joining Upward Bound (UB) was the single greatest decision I have made in my life. UB and Student 
Support Services provided worlds of possibilities where education, effort and support can change the 
trajectory of a life. They taught me that my voice and my brain were powerful instruments with unlimited 
potential to tap into the what-ifs of the world. Now, as the director of the First Generation Success 
Center, serving over 13,000 first-generation students at a Tier-1 university, University of North Texas, I 
am using my position and voice as an educator and advocate to serve thousands of students like myself 
to continue to the legacy of opportunity and change I found in TRIO.” 
                 --Desiree P, University of North Texas, Class of 2005  

mailto:ima.teacher@newcolumbia.edu


In 2020-21...

82% 85% 49% 35%
of our students

persisted to the next
academic year.

GOAL = 75%

of our students
remained in Good

Academic Standing.
GOAL = 65%

of our 2017-18
students graduated &

earned their associate's
degree/certificate.

GOAL = 18%

of our 2017-18
graduates also
transferred to a

4-year university.
GOAL = 9%

"TRIO has help me in
tremendous ways. They have

helped me through the
difficult college process of
signing up for classes and

making sure I’m on track to
transfer to UNT. I also

appreciate my TRIO advisor
Alex for helping me

throughout my time at
NCTC!"

Vincent Nguyen
Class of 2021

"TRIO has helped me ease
my nerves about being a first
gen student. I knew if I didn’t
know the answer to a college
related question, TRIO would

guide me to the correct
place! I never felt alone in
TRIO because a lot of us
were in the same boat!"

Jereni Flores
Class of 2020

The TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) program at North Central Texas College (NCTC) serves 
approximately 165 undergraduates at NCTC. TRIO SSS provides participants with academic advising, 
personal mentoring, financial aid counseling, and other supports necessary to ensure that they achieve 
their goals of earning a postsecondary education. Our participants come from low-income families across 
Denton and Cooke counties in which neither parent has a college degree.

Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee 
our students' success!

For more information about the TRIO Student Support Services Program at North Central Texas College, please
contact Nancy Zamora, Director of TRIO Programs, at nzamora@nctc.edu or at (940) 498-6212.



Del Mar College EOC 850 $232,050

Del Mar College Student Support Services 160 $261,888

Del Mar College Veterans Upward Bound 125 $297,586

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi
McNair 30 $261,310

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi
Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi

Student Support Services-Teacher

Prep
140 $261,888

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi
Upward Bound 60 $297,601

LULAC National Education

Centers, Inc.
Upward Bound 58 $297,601

The Victoria College Student Support Services 165 $294,725

Wharton County Junior

College
Student Support Services 144 $261,018

Host Institutions
TX
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Laredo Community College Student Support Services 300 $309,443

Laredo Community College Upward Bound 115 $453,211

Texas A&M International

University
Student Support Services 160 $294,725

Texas A&M International

University
Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

Host Institutions
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4
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695
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Served

$1,319,267
In Federal

Funding



Houston Community College Upward Bound 66 $338,771

Lone Star College System Talent Search 500 $277,375

Lone Star College System Talent Search 500 $276,940

San Jacinto College-North Talent Search 600 $277,275

San Jacinto College-North Upward Bound 75 $309,902

Host Institutions
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Host Institutions

Paul Quinn College Student Support Services 155 $260,893

Paul Quinn College Upward Bound 79 $337,155

University of North Texas

At Dallas
McNair 25 $196,888

University of North Texas

At Dallas
Upward Bound 60 $172,237

University of North Texas

At Dallas
Upward Bound 60 $140,449
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Southwestern University Upward Bound 50 $297,601

Host Institutions
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SOUTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY – GEORGETOWN, TEXAS 

 
The TRIO Upward Bound program at the Southwestern University serves approximately 50 students 
from Georgetown and Jarrell ISDs in Williamson County. Upward Bound provides participants with an 
intensive academic experience on Saturdays and for six weeks each summer on the campus of the 
Southwestern University. The curriculum includes academic instruction, personal mentoring, financial 
aid counseling, standardized test preparation, opportunities for college site visits, and assistance with 
college and financial aid applications. Our participants come from low-income families across 
Williamson County in which neither parent has a college degree.  
 
Each year, our program is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps 
guarantee our students success!   
 

In 2020-2021, 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 
 
In 2020-2021, 100% of high school seniors graduated from secondary 
school. 
 
In 2020-2021, 92% of college-ready participants enrolled in postsecondary 
education programs. 
 
By 2021, 54% of former participants earned college degrees within six years 
of high school graduation. 

 
Quote from Vanessa - UB Alumna ‘21 
 

Upward Bound has helped me realize my college dreams by going out and actually engaging versus 
just talking about college. Many programs in high school just talked about how great college is and 
how you should want to experience it. Upward Bound was the one program that pushed me to try 
new things and put into practice what we were discussing/learning in the classroom. I had never 
toured a college, just saw pictures online, I had never written a resume, just heard how 
important they were. Upward Bound helped me experience many "first" in my college journey. 
This program has motivated and encouraged me to create a new path for myself, without this 
program I would be hearing about all the wonderful college success stories instead of living it. 

 
 

 
For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound program at Southwestern University, please contact Lee 

Dsouza, Program Director, at douszal@southwestern.edu or (512) 863-1185.  



Dallas College Student Support Services 270 $348,002

Dallas College Upward Bound 50 $194,601

Southern Methodist

University
McNair 26 $235,888

Southern Methodist

University
Talent Search 500 $277,375

Southern Methodist

University
Talent Search 500 $277,375

Southern Methodist

University
Upward Bound 65 $312,480

Southern Methodist

University
Upward Bound 62 $297,601

Southern Methodist

University
Upward Bound 98 $403,715

Southern Methodist

University
Upward Bound Math/Science 62 $297,601

Southern Methodist

University
Upward Bound Math/Science 62 $297,601

Host Institutions
TX

-3
2
: R

e
p
. C

o
ll

in
 A

ll
r
e
d

41

10
Projects

1,695
students
Served

$2,942,339
In Federal

Funding



Boys & Girls Clubs of

Greater Fort Worth
Talent Search 592 $328,413

Boys & Girls Clubs of

Greater Fort Worth
Talent Search 658 $353,892

Boys & Girls Clubs of

Greater Fort Worth
Talent Search 500 $277,375

Boys & Girls Clubs of

Greater Fort Worth
Upward Bound 65 $312,480

Boys & Girls Clubs of

Greater Fort Worth
Upward Bound 73 $279,118

Dallas College Student Support Services 230 $287,738

Tarrant County College Student Support Services 170 $335,111

Tarrant County College Student Support Services 140 $261,888

Tarrant County College Upward Bound 65 $95,394

Tarrant County College Upward Bound 65 $207,583

Tarrant County College Upward Bound 50 $297,601

Texas Wesleyan University Upward Bound 62 $127,503

Texas Wesleyan University Upward Bound 60 $217,261

Texas Wesleyan University Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Texas Wesleyan University Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Host Institutions
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$4,289,039
In Federal

Funding



Coastal Bend College Talent Search 615 $341,325

Coastal Bend College Talent Search 616 $341,726

Coastal Bend College Upward Bound 50 $153,986

Coastal Bend College Upward Bound 85 $283,183

Texas A&M University-Kingsville EOC 1,000 $232,050

Texas A&M University-Kingsville EOC 1,000 $232,050

Texas A&M University-Kingsville McNair 30 $289,981

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Student Support Services 240 $346,161

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Talent Search 500 $277,375

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Upward Bound 60 $191,498

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Upward Bound 55 $79,324

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Texas A&M University-Kingsville Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,601

Texas State Technical College-Harlingen Talent Search 562 $307,331

Texas State Technical College-Harlingen Upward Bound 75 $345,727

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Student Support Services 275 $348,002

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Talent Search 680 $377,231

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Talent Search 525 $277,375

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 148 $725,277

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 70 $345,728

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 65 $312,478

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 60 $297,601

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 60 $297,601

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 60 $255,021

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound 60 $282,974

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Upward Bound Math/Science 63 $312,480

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley Veterans Upward Bound 125 $297,601

Host Institutions
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Funding



TRiO Student Support Services (SSS), funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education, is a TRiO program dedicated to 
increasing the retention and graduation rates for low 
income, first-generation and/or students with documented 
disabilities at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. 

Dedicated to serving 275 student participants every year, 
the SSS program is designed to assist participants with 
enhancing their academic skills in a welcoming 
atmosphere where they can thrive intellectually, 

personally, and professionally. We are committed to employing a holistic approach to empower our 
students to be resilient, demonstrate self-efficacy, and strengthen their self and peer advocacy. 

The TRiO SSS program offers SSS grant aid to assist participants in furthering their educational goals. In 
addition, we provide a variety of services to equip them with the knowledge and skills they need to thrive 
and succeed in college and in the future. Our services include:  

• On-site computer lab with printer, copier, and scanner
• Personalized student success coaching
• Academic, career, financial and graduate workshops
• FAFSA filling assistance
• Tutoring
• Graduate, Leadership, and Competency Training
• Loaned equipment/material (calculators, headphones, books, etc.)

-In 2020-2021, 91% of all participants served persisted from one academic year to the next.

-In 2020-2021, 95% of all participants served were in good academic standing.

“A positive thing about TRiO Student Support Services is that they are very welcoming. Another positive 
thing is that they always have someone to help you in your studies.” – Angela Ramon, Class of 2023 



 

TRiO Talent Search Works! 
 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley currently hosts three Talent Search (TS) pre-college access grants 
which encompass Cameron, Willa- cy and Hidalgo Counties. The purpose of TS is to increase the number of 
disadvantaged youth who finish high school, enroll into and complete a college degree. The grants serve 
approximately 2,111 low-income, first-generation students who aspire to a college education. The UTRGV- TS 
programs are in 8 school districts, 14 middle schools and 15 high schools. They provide a structured, 
incremental curriculum of college readiness activities which includes college and career exploration, learning 
assessments, study skills, financial literacy, connections to tutoring, mentoring, financial aid counseling, 
standardized test preparation, opportunities for college visits, and assistance with all facets of the college 
entrance process. 

    TS-Edinburg (Funded to serve 905)         TS-Brownsville (Funded to serve 680)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                        TS-Willacy County (Funded to serve 525) 
 99% (1,344 of 1,351) UTRGV Talent Search non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 

 99% (362 of 364) UTRGV Talent Search high school seniors graduated from secondary school. 

 70% (254 of 364) UTRGV Talent Search Class of 2021 enrolled in college. 

 60% (163 of 270) UTRGV Talent Search Class of 2015 who enrolled in college completed degrees within 
six years of high school graduation. 

 
  Visit us on the web at www.utrgv.edu/talentsearch  
 

For more information about the TRIO Talent Search Programs at the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley, please contact 

Dr. Leo Villarreal, at Leo.Villarreal@utrgv.edu and Carlos A. Rios, at 
Carlos.Rios@utrgv.edu. 

http://www.utrgv.edu/talentsearch
mailto:Leo.Villarreal@utrgv.edu
mailto:Carlos.Rios@utrgv.edu


In 2020-2021 the nine UTRGV Upward Bound Grants 
served 658 participants. 

Visit us on the web at www.utrgv.edu/ub 

    TRiO    UPWARD BOUND WORKS! 

UB Port Isabel-Rio Hondo (Funded to serve 140) 

UB Brownsville (Funded to serve 140) 

 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley currently hosts nine Upward Bound (UB) pre-college access grants which 
encompass Cameron, Willacy, Starr, and Hidalgo Counties. The purpose of UB is to increase the number of 
disadvantaged youths who finish high school, enroll into, and complete a college degree. The grants serve 
approximately 660 low-income, first-generation students who aspire to a college education. The UTRGV-UB 
programs are in 9 school districts and 12 high schools. They provide a structured, incremental curriculum of college 
readiness activities which includes college and career exploration, learning assessments, study skills, financial 
literacy, after school tutoring and mentoring, financial aid counseling and application assistance, standardized test 
preparation, opportunities for college visits and community service activities, assistance with scholarship 
applications, personal statements, and all facets of the college entrance process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ 96% UTRGV Upward Bound non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 

■ 84% UTRGV Upward Bound high school seniors graduated from secondary school. 

■ 74% UTRGV Upward Bound Class of 2021 enrolled in college. 

■ 49% UTRGV Upward Bound Class of 2015 who enrolled in college completed degrees within 
six years of high school graduation. But please note that only UB Edinburg, UB Brownsville 

and UB Rio Hondo have existed long enough to have a graduating class of 2015. 
 

 

 

For more information about the TRIO Upward Bound Programs at the University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley, please contact Petra Vaquera at petra.lopezvaquera@utrgv.edu, Irasema 

Valencia at irasema.valencia@utrgv.edu, Dolores Gomez at dolores.gomez@utrgv.edu, Eddie 
Armendariz at eddie.armendariz01@utrgv.edu, or Juana Llanas at juana.llanas@utrgv.edu. 

UB Edinburg (Funded to serve 148) 

UB Rio Grande-Grulla (Funded to serve 120) 

UB Lyford-Raymondville (Funded to serve 120) 



 

TRiO Upward Bound Math & Science Works! 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley TRIO Upward Bound Math and Science programs serve 
approximately 130 students from 6 different high schools including: Donna, Weslaco East, Weslaco, 
Harlingen South, Harlingen, and San Benito High Schools. The Upward Bound Math and Science program is 
designed to strengthen the Math and Science skills of participating students. The goal of the program is to 
help students recognize and develop their potential to excel in math and science and to encourage them to 
pursue postsecondary degrees in math and science, and ultimately careers in the math and science 
profession.  Upward Bound Math and Science serves: high school students from low-income families; and/or 
high school students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. Each year, our program 
is accountable for meeting specific performance outcomes. This helps guarantee our students success! 
  

In 2020-21, the two UTRGV UBMS Grants served 130 participants. 

▪ 100% of non-seniors were promoted to the next grade level. 
 

▪ 100% of high school seniors graduated from secondary education. 
 

▪ 88% of college ready participants enrolled in post-secondary 
education programs. 
 

▪ 60% of former participants (2015 graduates) earned college degrees 
within six years of high school graduation. 

UBMS Edinburg (Funded to Serve 63) UBMS Brownsville (Funded to Serve 67) 

Visit us on the web at www.utrgv.edu/ubms 

For more information about the TRIO UBMS Programs at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
please contact: 

Norma Miranda at norma.miranda@utrgv.edu or 956-882-7646;  
Juan Garcia at juan.garcia@utrgv.edu or 956-665-8703 

 

mailto:norma.miranda@utrgv.edu
mailto:juan.garcia@utrgv.edu


The TRIO Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) program at the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley in Brownsville has 
been preparing eligible veterans since 1999, who reside 
in Cameron County with free, non-credited, pre-college 
academic and support services. 

TRIO VUB provides 125 veterans with academic and 
support services every year to enter and be successful in 
postsecondary.  The program is federally funded from the 
U.S. Department of Education and individualized and 
personalized attention is granted to all veterans 
participating. 

VUB also assists veterans in securing support 
services from other locally available resources such as the Veterans Administration, state 
veterans’ agencies, veteran associations, and other state and local agencies that serve veterans. 
Other services include: 

• On-site computer lab with printer, copier, and scanner
• Technology loaned equipment (laptops, audio, calculators, etc.)
• VUB Banquet
• Monthly presentations “Food for Thought” (keynote presenters from the VA, etc.)
• Counseling services designed to improve the financial and economic literacy of participants,

personal counseling
• Information on postsecondary education opportunities
• Assistance in completing college entrance and financial aid applications
• Information on the full range of Federal Student financial aid programs and benefits
• Guidance and assistance in alternative postsecondary education programs such as career schools,

technical schools, vocational and trade schools, and entry into general education development
(GED) programs

Veterans receive continuous support throughout the year.  The success of the VUB program is 
measured by the percentage of low-income, first-generation college students who successfully pursue 
and complete postsecondary education. 

mailto:veteransupwardbound@utrgv.edu


Project Stay, Inc. EOC 2,136 $728,865

Project Stay, Inc. Talent Search 1,458 $808,827

Project Stay, Inc. Talent Search 592 $328,413

San Antonio College EOC 850 $232,050

San Antonio College Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,879

San Antonio College Student Support Services-Veterans 120 $261,786

San Antonio College Upward Bound 56 $297,601

San Antonio College Upward Bound Math/Science 60 $297,584

San Antonio College Upward Bound Math/Science 56 $297,518

Southwest Key Programs, Inc. Upward Bound 60 $297,601

Texas State University Student Support Services 200 $338,972

Texas State University Student Support Services-STEM 120 $261,888

Texas State University Talent Search 500 $277,375

Texas State University Talent Search 500 $277,375

Texas State University Talent Search 640 $355,040

Texas State University Talent Search 826 $458,225

Texas State University Upward Bound 62 $297,601

Texas State University Upward Bound 89 $363,342

Host Institutions
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Lee College EOC 1,000 $272,753

Lee College Student Support Services 140 $261,888
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