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 Texas TRIO Programs Break Down  

Programs # of Programs # of Students Served Annual Funding 

Educational Opportunity Centers  13 14,700 $4,294,739.00 

Ronald E. McNair  21 578 $5,550,881.00 

Student Support Services  51 10,284 15,471,233.00 

Student Support Services STEM  5 620 $1,265,143.00 

Student Support Services  Teacher 

Preparation  

1 140 $253,032.00 

Student Support Services Veterans 1 120 $253,015.00 

Talent Search  44 27,862 $16,278,608.00 

Upward Bound  90 6,251 $30,274,049.00 

Upward Bound Math/Science  22 1366 $6,439,989.00 

Veterans Upward Bound  4 510 $1,150,134.00 

 

Texas Totals 

 

Federal Programs  

 

Students Served  

 

Funding  

 252 62,431 $81,230,813.00 
 

                 

 



US Congressional District with TRIO Programs 

Programs Funded During the FY2018 
District  # of TRIO Projects  Students  Funding  

1 6 (1-EOC, 3-SSS, 2-UB)  1,686 $1,713,901.00 

4 13 (2-EOC, 1-McNair, 4-SSS, 2-TS, 4-UB) 4,844 $4,473,145.00 

5 4 (1-SSS, 1-UB, 1-UBMS, 1-Veterans UB)  538 $1,258,948.00 

6 11 (1-McNair, 2-SSS, 2-TS, 2-UB, 3-UBMS, 1-VUB) 2,108 $3,711,331.00 

8 3 (1-McNair, 2-SSS)  354 $792,456.00 

9 1 (SSS) 140 $253,032.00 

10 3  (1-SSS, 2-UB)  260 $828,000.00 

11 5 (2-SSS, 1-TS, 2-UB)  959 $1,384,415.00 

12 10 (1- EOC, 1-McNair, 2-SSS, 1-TS, 3-UB, 2-UBMS)  2,259 $2,922,122.00 

13 9 (1-McNair, 4-SSS,  1-SSS-STEM, 1-TS, 1-UB, 1-UBMS)  1,412 $2,502,415.00  

14 6 (1-McNair, 2-SSS, 3-UB) 616 $1,698,533.00 

15 10  (1-EOC, 2-TS, 6-UB, 1-UBMS) 2,920 $3,536,945.00 

16 6 (2-SSS, 2-TS, 2-UB)  2,089 $2,539,038.00 

17 6 (1-McNair, 1-SSS, 4-UB)   528 $1,900,998.00 

18 18 (2-EOC, 1-SSS, 6-TS, 6-UB, 3-UBMS)   6,844 $6,678,492.00 

19 9 (1-EOC, 2-McNair, 2-SSS, 2-TS, 2-UB)  3,627 $3,210,726.00 

20 13 (3-McNair, 2-SSS, 3-TS, 5-UB)   2,526 $4,046,357.00 

21 4 (2-McNair, 1-SSS, 1-UB)  340 $1,212,111.00 

23 10 (1-EOC, 1-McNair, 2-SSS, 2-TS, 3-UB, 1-UBMS)  2,727 $2,995,295.00 

24 3 (1-SSS, 2-UB)  310 $937,012.00 

25 4 (1-McNair, 1-SSS, 1-TS, 1-UB)  787 $1,240,013.00 

26 8 (2-McNair, 1-SSS, 2-TS, 3-UB)  1,924 $2,786,070.00 

27 10 (1-McNair, 3-SSS, 1-SSS STEM, 1-SSS Teacher, 3-UB, 1-VUB)  1,062 $2,730,376.00 

28 3 (2-SSS, 1-UB)  575 $1,062,202.00 

29 6 (2-TS, 4-UB)  1,361 $1,872,416.00 

30 3 (1-SSS, 1-TS, 1-UB)  749 $872,283.00 

31 1 (1-UB) 50 $287,537.00 

32 8 (1-McNair, 1-SSS, 2-TS, 4-UB) 1,571 $2,461,152.00 

33 15 (2-SSS, 3-TS, 8-UB, 2-UBMS)  2,755 $4,630,237.00 

34 23 (2-EOC, 1-McNair, 2-SSS, 1-SSS STEM, 5-TS, 8-UB, 3-UBMS,          

1-VUB)  

6,529 

 

7,339,550.00 

 

35 19 (1-EOC, 1-SSS, 2-SSS STEM, 1-SSS Veterans, 4-TS, 5-UB, 5-UBMS)  6,841 $6,837,144.00 

36 2 (1-EOC, 1-SSS)  1,140 $516,561.00 

 

The following breaks down the US Congressional District with TRIO Programs. 

 

Total Summary for Texas  

252 TRIO Projects – 62,431 Participants Served – $81,230,813.00 FY2019 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



J E S S E
W R I G H T

G R O W T H  I N  T R I O

TRIO has he lped me in mul t ip l e ways to reach my
goa l s . For in s tance , l a s t s emes te r , I was ab le to
ra i s e my GPA by s t i ck ing to my SMART goa l s and
keep ing t rack o f my hours s tud i ed . I was a l l owed
t o take on a l eader sh ip ro l e a s a TRIO
Ambassador . I have been ab le to connec t and
make new f r i ends through the TRIO Speaks
proce s s . Th i s proce s s a l l ows the Ambassadors to
reach ou t to the incoming s tuden ts and we lcome
them . By do ing th i s , I now recogn i ze those
s tuden ts a t even t s , mak ing them fee l comfor tab le
because they a l ready know someone .



G A R C I A
RECOMMENDING TR IO

As a co l lege s tudent , I f ee l l ike i t ’ s very
important to have a group of indiv idua ls who
can he lp you wi th your academic and
f inanc ia l goa l s , which i s exac t ly what TRIO
does . You ’ re a lso ab le to take advantage of a l l
the d i f f e rent opportun i t i e s ava i lab le that
he lp reduce s tudent anx ie ty , such as hav ing
access to ear ly reg i s t ra t ion to secure your
spot in the c lass you need for the semester .
The monthly scholarsh ip bul le t in a lso he lps
save a lo t o f t ime dur ing your scholarsh ip
search as wel l .

Y V E T T E



VANESSA

TR IO ga v e me a l o t o f oppo r t un i t i e s t o
s o c i a l i z e du r i n g my f r e s hman y e a r when I
d i d no t h a v e many f r i e nd s . TR IO a l s o
he l d me a c c oun t ab l e f o r my goa l s . TR IO
ha s g i v en me mu l t i p l e oppo r t un i t i e s t o
t r a v e l a nd c onne c t w i t h o t h e r g r adua t e
s choo l s and p eop l e . E v e r s i n c e I s t a r t ed
s e t t i n g g o a l s w i t h TR IO , I h a v e a t t a i n ed
a l l o f t h em . I h a v e e v en ab l e t o a ch i e v e
b e i n g on th e Dean ' s l i s t f o r an a c ad em i c
y e a r .

IWEANYA
A C H I E V I N G  G O A L S



MATTHEW 

TRIO has given me a home away from
home and being a commuter , that has
been essential in my accl imation into
col lege l i fe . In October of 2018 , I was
given the opportunity to give a TED Talk .
TRIO was wonderful in helping me
brainstorm ideas , read over and edit my
speech, and give constructive feedback
on my presentat ion! Without their
wonderful support and encouragement , I
wouldn’t have been able to do my talk at
al l !

T R I O S E R V I N G U S

L O P E Z



There is a sense of community in the TRIO
program. I believe that we were all placed on
Earth to be conduits for others, whether through
education, religion, or art. The community that
has been built within the TRIO program allows us
to share our paths with others in a way that I
believe was intended. Humans are social beings,
and great things happen when people come
together to accomplish a single goal. Everyone in
the TRIO program is focused on student success,
and TRIO has brought us together and allows us
to promote and encourage student success.

KIMRA 
J A M E S

ALLIGNED VALUES WITH TRIO



With TRIO, I have been a leader in situations where
I would have likely been a follower if I had not had
to step out of my comfort zone. At most of the TRIO
events, I was never a student who would speak up
first during an icebreaker . However, as a TRIO
Ambassador working an event, I am the one
responsible for starting icebreakers and
introducing myself to everyone. Instead of speaking
last , I have gained confidence in myself and have
learned to lead other students . I have met great
people through the TRIO program, and I have
learned new skills with TRIO.

D A I S Y

W o r k i n g  i n  T R I O

L O P E Z



S A N A
Q U A D R I

ALLIGNED VALUES WITH TRIO

Not only has TRIO helped me academically,
but it has also allowed me to have more faith
in myself. I have learned many great life
lessons due to this program. It has made me
strive to obtain a more positive outlook on life
and college. As a first-generation student, they
encourage me endlessly. The environment is so
welcoming and helpful. With the aid TRIO
provides, you are bound to become successful.



I first discovered TRIO during the pre-
registration session. They were set up in a table
next to Chick-Fil-A. I had a friend who brought me
to the table and said that the TRIO program is
great and I should sign up. I learned that the TRIO
program helps first-generation students and they
offer great resources for the student to be
successful in their four years. I was captivated
and realized that this is the program I need to be
part of because I am a first-generation student
wanting guidance for my four years.

ROSIE  

DISCOVERY  OF  TRIO

E L I A S



I have received many invaluable benefits
from TRIO that I will be forever grateful
for. The most memorable and beneficial
event that I have received from TRIO was
being given the opportunity to attend a
nursing graduate school tour. The
experience ignited my passion to
eventually attend graduate school in
pursuit of my DNP. I also made many
friendships during the trip that I will
forever cherish.

GREATEST BENEFITS RECEIVED FROM TRIO

SARAH
T A B O R



I chose to join TRIO because of its benefits
and because I knew I could gain a lot from the
program. During my orientation into TRIO, I
was told that I would have a mentor who
would help me navigate while at HBU. I was
particularly excited about this because it has
been my dream to succeed in all my endeavors
at HBU. TRIO has been a blessing to me
because I belong to a family I can walk up to
and share whatever I am going through.

OLUWATOMI
ODEWENWA

W H Y  C H O O S E T R I O ?



When something personal came up in my life
and made me take a semester off , only TRIO
reached out to me and made sure I was okay .
They helped me transit ion back into school
and I am very thankful for that . They’re the
reason I was excited and lost my worries
about going back to school after a semester
break . TRIO is a good support system that
helps us in many aspects but mainly helps us
reach our academic goals . They also push us
to be more involved with our city and explore
the cultural parts of it .

AY E S H A
P A R V E Z

T R I O  S E R V I N G  U S



Being involved in TRIO is a great way to meet new

people and help yourself. TRIO helps students be

successful by offering many resources and

services, such as textbook loans and attending

cultural events. The financial literacy workshops

also teach students valuable skills and techniques

they can use after graduation. I love being a part of

a program that cares about its students!

VERONICA

INVOLVEMENT IN TRIO

VALLE



"TRIO has impacted my life by being
a support group for me. I can be

really shy when it comes to meeting
new people, but because of TRIO I
have learned that it is okay to put

myself out there for new and better
opportunities. Because of my

advisors, I am proud of the progress
I have made as a first generation
student. There are things that my

parents don’t understand about how
important it is to receive/earn a

degree, but my advisors show me
that support to keep me going.” 

- Esme Corona



"TRIO has helped
me in many ways. TRIO has
given me a safe place to talk
to others and a quiet
place to do homework. It has
also given me the resources I
need to make sure
that I work hard and succeed
in school. TRIO has impacted
my life by giving me
hope for the future. It is
guiding me through college
one step at a time.” 
– Troy Wilson

T
R
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Being a first-generation student and
deciding to go to college was a
confusing and scary process without
any guidance from my parents. I am
grateful I joined the TRIO program at
NCTC. The advisors have truly helped
me figure out the steps I needed to take
to be successful. Along with being
surrounded by other TRIO students,
this program provided me more
support than I could ever ask for. I
cannot fathom where I would be
without this life-changing program.”
– Vyvy Tran



“Trio has been a huge help for my family, everyone in my grade
at the Trio program, and I. All my classmates here are
disadvantaged somehow. We are a huge mix of really diverse
students. I noticed that most of us are POCs, come from broken
families, and we’re all first generation college kids. My parents
did not receive a college diploma or even a high school one.
Neither did my grandparents and so on. I am really thankful for
the opportunities that Upward Bound has given me. Before
joining I thought there was no way I could achieve the “American
Dream” but now I realized that history does not always repeat
itself and I have the chance to make something of myself.”

- Melanie Sosa

How has Trio impacted you?



TRIO works for me; it’s a reciprocal relationship.
Wholesome, builds self-esteem; participation required
Support Services, tutoring, workshops, add financial literacy

Visits to other colleges, all tools for a positive journey.
 

TRIO, an acronym utilized daily; its meaning to me:
 

T is for time management
R is for Recognition and Responsibility

I is for Independence
O is for Opportunities

 
Staff at TJC TRIO, now family.

Motivation through workshops, more than a few,
Assists in training the mind to follow through.

Small victories lead to success.
Instead of frustration and distress.

 

 
The acronym I attribute to TRIO:

T is for Time management
R is for Recognition and Responsibility

I is for Independence
O is for Opportunities

 
My life’s journey is sailing

There is no failing.
Get priorities in line.

Next step, a university to find.
On my way towards a degree.

Bachelors, Masters or PhD,
Are the goals I now see.

The skills learned in TRIO,
Make ME the best I can be.

That is why TRIO works for me.

Why TRIO Works for Me

Poem Author: Mary Kaye Bartlett



Dear Congressman Gohmert,
 
The Golden Pothos is a plant that when put in the dark still blooms despite the lack of resources. It perseveres and is resilient. It
represents someone who is continuously searching for new ways to grow, new skills, and most importantly different ways to
reach new heights. This is very much similar to me in the light of how TRIO helps me grow. Despite the obstacles first generation
and minority students face within academia, this program not only provides us with supplies, but also amazing tutors and
unforgettable experiences.
 
I’ve gone through many hardships. I suffer from anxiety and depression due to criticism I received from my surroundings. Several
negative life events have caused me to feel confused and stuck in a dark place. Despite the adversity, I am still slowly growing. My
days are spent reading motivational books, volunteering, and searching for other activities that will better me as a person.
 
This led to me joining TRIO and it is one of the best decisions I have ever made. For the first time, I met genuinely kind people who
actually care about me and my success as much as I do. Being surrounded by peers who have gone through the same obstacles
as myself makes my educational journey worthwhile. I have developed many profound experiences that have given me a sense of
hope and purpose, as well as establishing lifelong values and priorities.
 
TRIO has given me an understanding and belief that there is more to life than what meets the eye. TRIO has also encouraged me
to come out of my comfort zone and dream big. The staff encourages me to follow my dreams of becoming an author, influencer
and earning a bachelor’s degree in Nursing. TRIO has changed my outlook on life and revealed new things to me. Being a part of
Student Support Services has been a life changing experience that has not only reevaluated my state of mind, but also shown me
that success is closer than it seems.

Sincerely,
 

Delicia Roland



“Trio has helped me inside of school and outside. My
grades are on constant watch so that helps remind me
to keep them up. I've also had a lot of fun on trips and
in my summer classes. Trio is helping me succeed on
my road to my future.”

- Jonathan Rosas

How has Trio impacted you?



“TRIO has impacted me by helping me be more involved in
my school work. It helped me keep up with my grades,
stay focus in class, and be more productive in the
classroom. This is because I want to make good grades and
go far in my future. By being apart of the TRIO program, I
have been more focused on what I want to become in the
future and have been striving to do better in life.”

- Alexia Sosa

How has Trio impacted you?



“Upward Bound has helped me in many ways. I’m more
responsible with turning in school work on time and
with keeping my grades up. Ever since I got into
Upward Bound, I started caring more about school. I
stopped slacking and have tried a lot. By doing this, it
has helped me have much better grades and
responsibility.”

- Ashley Chavez

How has Trio impacted you?



“Upward Bound has helped me in many ways. I’m more
responsible with turning in school work on time and
with keeping my grades up. Ever since I got into
Upward Bound, I started caring more about school. I
stopped slacking and have tried a lot. By doing this, it
has helped me have much better grades and
responsibility.”

- Ashley Chavez

How has Trio impacted you?



“Before Upward Bound, college was something I knew I wanted to
do but never really knew what it was. All of my peers where
talking about the schools they wanted to attend but I never really
cared for it to be honest. However, one day in middle school a
lovely man told me to try and sign up for a TRIO program, so I did.
That was one of the best decisions of my life. I not only get
information about colleges and tours, but now I kind of know what
I want to do for the rest of my life. I probably would have never
figured out what college I would want to go to and for what classes
I need to sign up for in order to be successful. I am thankful for
everything that they have done for me. They have changed me as a
person completely.”

- Guadalupe Gonzalez

How has Trio impacted you?



“When I first heard about trio I was unsure of what it was and why I was walking into a
room that had two complete strangers who I didn't know telling me about a program that I
had never heard of. But they explained to me and the others in the room that with this
program we could soar to new heights and do things we only dreamed of but they also told
us that it would come with a price the price was putting in the hard work to reach our
dreams. A couple weeks later my mother and I were with Jude for an interview to see if I
was qualified for Upward Bound and I remember the one question out of all of them his one
question was “ what can you do for Upward Bound” what can you bring to the table if you
will is what he was asking me and I could only reply with telling that I could only try my
best and give what I can and told him that i've ever done with anything was trying my best.
A week or two later I was given a letter in the mail that said that I was accepted into the
program and would start in the summer and ever since then my life has changed for the
better I have friends who share the same dream as me to go farther than ever before and to
make a life for our kids that we didn't have and Upward Bound gave us that chance and I
owe it to them to if not for them my life wouldn't be what it is none of ours in trio program
would.”

- Jacobe Weick

How has Trio impacted you?



“Before Upward Bound, I had no idea how to get into a
college. Upward Bound has given me hope for getting
into college. I have made so many friends through Upward
Bound. Upward Bound has given me numerous
opportunities. Upward Bound has given me hope for the
future.”

- Asyiah Bray

How has Trio impacted you?



“I will say that TRIO has changed the way I work and they way I think
about life and my classes in high school. Before I came to the course I
procrastinated a lot within my classes and projects. I didn't go to school
as much as I should have because I did not believe that I would get the
chance to go to college, but now that I have a way to make sure I am on
top of everything in class including my grades and attendance. I would
love to get the chance to repay TRIO in a way that shows them that I
appreciate what they do for me now and for the future.”

- Kayla Ridge

How has Trio impacted you?



“Upward bound has gave me motivation to keep on working hard. The
thought of knowing that I could lose my position as an Upward Bound
member if I don’t try my best at school or even if I don’t appreciate
what the staff at Upward Bound do. The staff at Upward Bound makes
sure to help us get better at school and to help us have a financially
stable future and a career. Upward Bound helps us get into a college by
helping us get community service and taking us on college visits. They
also help us pay for our SATs and they help us get scholarships so that
we can pay for our college.”

- Kayla Ridge

How has Trio impacted you?



“I wasn't the best student. Sure, I made good grades and did my work,
but I procrastinated and always questioned if my efforts were worth it.
So when I was presented an application for upward bound I was
excited. I slowly started to change my attitude to a more positive and
optimistic person and became generally more happier. The summer
programs are amazing. I met the other students and the are so amazing
and wonderful and it was easier to learn there than in school. For once,
I enjoyed learning and trying new things. I am in debt to every in the
program for helping me improve. Thank you!”

- Rosemary Rodriguez

How has Trio impacted you?



"Upward Bound really did more than I could have ever realized, that is
even more so true as I look back on my high school experience.
Whether through community or academia, Upward Bound helped
cultivate a desire to help others, be myself, and embrace change. It and
the people involved really helped me know that I could go places, but
even more so, they helped me believe that I had the potential to change
the world. As a sophomore at the George Washington University, as
News Editor of the GW Local, as an involved member in my
communities, as a mentor for my peers, and as a student who has
learned to embrace himself and others, I can without a doubt say that
Upward Bound gave me my life and the needed guidance to guarantee
that I did not fall into the cycle of poverty that has plagued my family."

- Brandon Wallace

How has TRIO impacted you?



"I was introduced to a very significant program by a very good friend. I
was very curious and excited to start a program that could greatly
affect my life in a very positive way. The application process for TRIO
was trouble-free and the advisors were all easy to talk to. The first day
of class was at a very beautiful campus during the summer at, San
Antonio College. As a first generation student in my family to want to
go to college I was captivated by the thought of attending an actual
college campus and be taught by college professors. I was intrigued and
introduced to many different topics taught at a college level. TRIO has
helped me be more successful in my classes at the High School due to
me having background knowledge in the topic. If I would be struggling
in any subject the advisors would make sure I was helped by a
professional.  TRIO opened my eyes and taught me about my college
options after high school.  Although I’ve only been in this supportive
program for six months its helped me vastly. This program has
impacted my life curricular in such a positive way and
I am eternally grateful to have such a good program at East Central
High School. TRIO has encouraged me to attend college because of all
the positive outcomes that I can acquire attending."
- Alejandro Tinajero

How has TRIO impacted you?



"TRIO has made many impacts in my life and even though I have
only been in it for a short period of time, I can say without a
doubt that I made the right choice when signing up for this
program. One of many things was showing me a real life college
experience. Through many quests I have been able to tour
different colleges/universities, seeing all the things that they
offered and let me to imagine that one day I will be able to one of
these schools. But most importantly TRIO has been preparing for
my future whether it is making sure that my grades are top notch
or offering me advice about college. You know as first generation
to go to college, you won't know how to do everything by yourself
but I know that every time I need help with something, whether
it is to fill out application for applying for scholarship, TRIO will
always guide you through any processes to make sure you have
the best future you can have so you can really show these
colleges what you can really offer. So yes I think everybody
should join the program and see how it can benefit you that
saying I can't wait to see what it will do for me."
 
- The Anh Van

How has TRIO impacted you?



Laura
Silva

Palo Alto
College TRIO

Upward Bound
Math and
Science

How has TRIO impacted you?
I had joined TRIO in the beginning of my freshmen year because
my mom wanted me to. I didn't really care to join TRIO because I
thought it was going to be a waste of time like AVID was. I went
to all sessions only missing two since freshman year and I have
learned a lot. It was nothing like AVID and would actually check
in on me to see how I was doing and if any of my goals or
pathways change since the last time I saw them. They also took
us to college and university out of San Antonio. I have found two
colleges so far that motivate me to do better. These two colleges
are University of Texas at Arlington and North Texas University.
TRIO is not just focused on getting us to college but preparing us
and showing us multiple ways on how to pay it off and
what to worry about and what to not worry about. Setting our
priorities straight and focus on the goal which is to be expected,
go to college, not be in debt, be ready for adult life and be willing
to take a chance to not regret your decision.



"I joined TRIO late freshman year. Though my time here has been
short, this program has impacted my life positively by opening my
eyes to new experiences. By visiting colleges and gaining
information on life, I feel that by the time I become an adult, I will
be prepared for what’s to come. Without TRIO, life would be hard. I
would be struggling alone, not knowing there’s resources to reach
out to for support. Personally, as a first generation student, I have
no previous knowledge of college, only what I’ve
learned through one year of AVID. With TRIO's help I have become
more confident in myself and my abilities to succeed in life. I am
constantly checked up with and given incredible support by my
advisors Ms. Badillo and Mrs. Bell, which I am so grateful to have in
my life. I’ve yet to find my purpose in life and I hope going forward
through TRIO, I am able to find my career pathway and go to my
best fit college with scholarships. TRIO has not only been a life
guide for me, but also has helped my intelligence with the test-
taking lessons and summer computer classes. All in all, TRIO has
contributed to my journey to college in the best ways possible, and
I know I will be able
to succeed with them having my back."
- Stormie Montes

How has TRIO impacted you?







       I am currently a junior in Kilgore High School and a dual credit student at Kilgore College.
Recently, I have been informed of a proposed budget cut that has been enforced with TRIO
programs in America.
 
       As a member of Upward Bound, I am very fortunate to have been provided with an excellent
TRIO program that has helped me prepare for the future. Upward Bound has given me the
chance to explore different colleges in and out of the state, learn about different scholarships,
given me insight on how
college life is like and has allowed me to travel around America to see museums, monuments,
and important locations that have had an enormous impact on society. Although with the piles
of homework and stress that high school has given me, this program has taught me to enjoy my
last few years in high school before it’s too late. They let me have fun doing the different
activities that we attend like
Ranger’s baseball games and Say What summits. Without Upward Bound, I would not have a
clue what job I wanted to pursue, but it has shown me possible careers that I would be
interested in pursuing. Because of this program, I am a proud member of the National Honor
Society, Future Hispanics Leaders of America, and Health Science Club.
 
       I believe that reducing the funding for each of the different programs would affect not only
the students but the future as a whole. All children should have the opportunity to achieve
greatness and incentives that Upward Bound offers. I appreciate you taking the time to read my
letter and for supporting TRIO.

Britney Castillo
416 Fritz Swanson Rd.
Kilgore, TX 75662
March 4, 2020

Sincerely,
 
 
Britney Castillo

Dear Honorable Louie Gohmert: 

The Honorable Louie Gohmert
U.S. Representative 
House of Representative 
2267 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515



        My name is Luis Campos, and I am a current student at the Kilgore College Upward Bound
TRIO program. I am writing to you about the recent proposal to cut funding for the Federal
Education Department, specifically funding for the TRIO program that serves first generation
high school students hoping to go to college.
 
       Upward Bound has been one of the greatest things to happen to my academic career. The
program has taken us to so many incredible places, which has shown us that there is so much
more out there outside of Kilgore, Texas. As a first generation college student, I was never away
for the college or opportunities that were available to me. Upward Bound has taken us to
colleges in multiple states, which gives us opportunities to see what college life could be like,
and help us decide what majors we want to pursue, and what colleges we want to go to. Not
only this, but they have helped us find scholarship opportunities, and begin planning our
college careers. Upward Bound has motivated me to seize the moment and take all the
opportunities I am offered by my school and other institutions.
 
       Upward Bound has helped me achieve great things academically. I've joined National Honor
Society, joined FHLA (Future Hispanic Leaders of America), and have been taking Dual Credit
classes. It has not only helped me, but has helped countless other students. Reducing the
funding of these programs would affect the academic opportunities that students receive, and
take away an important part of high school students academic careers.

Luis Campus
3315 Stonehaven Ct.
Kilgore TX, 75662
February 29, 2020

Sincerely,
 
 
Luis Campos

Dear Honorable Louie Gohmert: 

The Honorable Louie Gohmert
U.S. Representative 
House of Representative 
2267 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515



Brandy Paz 

1225 Lovers Lanes 

Longview, Tx, 75604 

(430) 201-8937

pazbrandy I 3fr]gmail.com

3rd of March 2020 

Louie Gohmert 

U.S. Representative 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2267 Rayburn, I IOB 

Washington D.C., 20515 

Dear Honorable Louie Gohrncrl, 

My name is Brandy Paz and I am a 17 year old senior al Pinc Tree High School in 

Longview, Texas. ram sure you know where Longview is since you were born in 

Pittsburgh and went to school in Mount Pleasant, who we now play against in 

football. lam writing lo you first of all to thank you for representing Texas, your hard 

work is not overseen by us. Thank you especially for representing East Texas, ii 

means a lot to know that someone from here locally can go so far. Second, l would 

like to inform you about TRJO Upward Bound. I am not sure if you have heard ol' it 

but since it is federally funded l think you might know of it. 

However, Trio Upward Bound is a great college preparatory program that is located 

in Kilgore and serves three public schools: Longview High School, Kilgore High 

School, and Pine Tree High School. Its students arc selected through an application 

and interview process in which you must show high academic standing and be a 

first-generation college student. As a student you must fol low all the rules, 

guidelines, and regulations that the program sets for us. An example is that the 

students must maintain an 89 in all classes and if that is not maintained then you must 

attend mandatory tutoring until you meet the requirement. TRIO Upward Bound also 

has mandatory Academic Enrichment Saturdays (AES) io which we meet up at the 

Old Main building at Kilgore College and get school help and SAT/ACT prep. 

Failure to regularly attend anything mandatory results of your release from the 

program. TRfO Upward Bound not only provides AES but also a six-week long 

summer school in which the students arc prepared for their core classes for the 

corning school year. This has shown to be very helpful because when school starts the 

students arc not completely lost. During the summer and throughout the school year 

TRIO Upward Bound not only takes its students on cultural and academic visits to 

many places such as college campuses and museums, but it also provides the students 

with opportunities for community service and involvement This program also 

informs its students, specifically seniors, on scholarships they should be applying lo 

and also SAT/ACT they need to be signing up for. 



With all of these things that TRlO Upward Bound provides for us, J can testify that 

without this program r would not be where I am today. Where am I exactly you may 

ask? Well. thanks to the aid and support of the TRJO Upward Bound program I am a 
semi final isl for the Dell Scholarship and I also have a scholarship to the University or 

Texas at Tyler that covers the entire cost of attendance (COA) for the first year. I am 

very grateful for all of this because it helps me on my path to becoming a neonatal 

nurse practitioner (NNP). 

l thank the program for having me, the government for funding it, and you for

representing us and reading this letter. This program means so much 10 me! I hope

that you have a great day and if it's not too much to ask, I hope that one day

(hopefully soon) you visit us at Kilgore College or reply back to me. However, if

none of those is possible 1 understand because J know that life as a U.S.

Representative must be busy.

Sincerely, Mc 

Brandy Paz 



Jesus Lozano 

2648 Hwy 42N 

Longview, TX 75604 

March 3, 2020 

The Honorable, Louie Gohmert 

U.S. Representative 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

Dear Honorable Louie Gohmcrt: 

I am writing today to express my gratefulness for the opportunities l 've gotten from being a 

part of a program that can be very pivotal in one's life. The TRiO program, more specifically 

Upward Bound, has changed me for the better in many ways, and has allowed me to give back to 

my community in many ways. I'd like this program to stay for the future disadvantaged teens with 

hopes of achieving their dreams. 

Going into Upward Bound, I didn't have a definitive decision on what 1 wanted to do, but I 

knew I wanted to do something great for other people. I would dread the future, but eventually I 
found what 1 wanted to do. Although I was pressured to get a huge degree and become an engineer, 
J found I'd be happier and honored lo serve my community as a firefighter. 1 found out about the 
Kilgore College Fire Academy, and my six-year-old self jumped with excitement. I am proud to say 

that I am cu1Tently taking classes to make firefighting my career, and T plan on taking future classes 

at Kilgore College to earn my EMT. 
Although this isn't the ideal path for someone in a college preparatory program, 1 feel like 

Upward Bound still led me to find my own personal success. During my time in Upward Bound, I 

gained a variety of skills that 1 wouldn't have otherwise. Of all the skills we gained, the one I 
appreciate the most is leadership. We've volunteered at our local food bank, raised awareness of the 

danger of tobacco and nicotine products, and even made a film on anti-bullying with Dr. Hull from 

UT Tyler. Although T feel more comfortable following a good leader, Upward Bound has 

empowered me to lead when T need to. I am currently in a dual credit fire academy class at Pinc 

Tree High School, and I was chosen to be the class president by a unanimous vote. I am excited to 

continue my path to becoming a firefighter. I know my peers are grateful for Upward Bound as 

well; they're all going to their college of choice and are doing it with the financial relief they need. 
In all, I can say that the TRiO program is definitely beneficial to disadvantaged teens trying 

to get a higher education and fm1her their futures. It has definitely benefited me and my friends, and 
J'd like to keep it for the future teens who may otherwise feel insecure and hopeless. I know the 
underclassmen will continue to accomplish great things. Thank you so graciously for taking the 

time to read my letter. 

Sincerely, 

Jesus Lozano 
Pine Tree High School Class of 2020 



Lupita Guzman 

510 West Niblick St. 

Longview. TX 75604 

March 3, 2020 

The Honorable Louie Gohmert 

U.S. Representative 

U.S House of Representatives

2267 Rayburn HOB

Washington D.C 20515

Dear Honorable Louie Gohmert, 

Greetings! My name is Lupita Guzman, and I am a participant in a program known as Upward Bound 

through Kilgore College. The program is part of the TRIO system. Tutoring is offered to students to 

help them understand subjects they have a difficult time with. The idea is for students to 

demonstrate mastery of knowledge. Second, academic enrichment Saturdays are to strengthen 

students' skills. During Saturdays, students are given college preparatory courses, test-preparation 

for SAT, ACT, and TSI. In addition, the summer academic program is a six-week course and provides 

students with literature, science. and also foreign language to advance their education the following 

year. 

Upward Bound has helped me in many different ways. First, I want to tell you about me. My family is 

a low-income household which means my opportunities are limited. I am a senior at Pine Tree, will 

graduate soon, and hope to attend UT Tyler. I'm very grateful for the program and the special 

people who believe in me. The program is not just a school support activity; for me, it's a family 

where opportunities are supported to help me succeed in my college career. My senior year has 

been difficult for me; however, Upward Bound has guided me through every step of my journey for 

graduation. I have increased my knowledge and expanded to new horizons. After high school, I 

would like to pursue a career in the medical field and make a difference in people's lives by helping 

to improve their health. My life has been changed for the better. Upward Bound is my miracle! 

Sincerely, 

Lupita Guzman 



Juanita Guzman 

510 N1blick St 
Longview. TX 75604 

3 March 2020 

The Honorable Louie Gohmert 

U.S. Representative 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington D.C. 205105 

Dear Honorable Gohmert, 

First, I want to thank you for taking time to read this letter. I am writing this letter to inform you about 

what Upward Bound has done for me. Upward Bound provides fundamental support for first 

generation students in preparation for college entrance, also providing many support services such 

as tutoring, counseling, and financial aid. This program serves high school students from low income 

families who may otherwise be unaware of future opportunities. The main goal of Upward Bound is 

to increase the rate of participants to complete and earn a degree in order to become a contributing 

citizen. 

I am Juanita Guzman from East Texas. I attend Pine Tree High School. I participate in Upward Bound 

at Kilgore College. To me, Upward Bound means a lot because I would not be where I am today. I 

come from a low income family and will be the first in my family to attend college. The program has 

helped me move forward with my future plans. My senior year has been a stressful year, but without 

the program I would be lost. I would not know how to apply, find scholarships, or understand how 

college is different from high school. Upward Bound has been there as a guidance for my dream to 

come true and make my family proud by becoming a nurse. 

I am concerned that if program funding disappears, rates of low income students attending a higher 

education will decrease dramatically. Upward Bound at Kilgore College is the only program in East 

Texas. The nearest one to East Texas is in Houston, Texas. I believe in the students of East Texas 

and am proud to include myself in a group of students who want to impact our community and build 

a better society. Through the years, many programs have disappeared because the U.S. Education 

has cut funding. Thank you for your time and support of Upward Bound so that it will stay alive for 

students to experience what I have. I am living proof that this program is valuable. 

Sincerely, 

Juanita Guzman 



.Eriberto Velazquez 

I 03 W Hope Dr. 
Longview. TX 75604 
02/29/20 

The Honorable Louie Gohmcrt 

U.S. Representative 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

Dear Honorable Louie Gohmert, 

I arn writing today to express my gratitude towards federal programs such as TRIO 

and hope that you consider how special and helpful these programs arc to students 

just like me. 

I'm a Mexican-American high school student who lives on, if not below, the 

poverty line. My parents and I would always worry about how bills would get paid, 

what we would eat for the week, and how my education would get paid for once I 

1:,rraduated high school. I am a student with a lot of passion and creativity, and seeing 

my current economic situation really dissipated all of my hopes for a great future. lt 

felt like a massive wall that I could not cross, even after countless hours and days of 

working with my parents after school and on weekends, we just could not see much 

progress in our economic situation. However, once I heard about Upward Bound, l 

knew I had to join. I knew they could help me with my current situation and take off 

a massive burden from my parents' shoulders. Upward Bound saw my potential and 

decided to admit me into the program and ever since then, I've never wanted lo leave. 

They have assisted me in a myriad or ways that I could just never pay back all the 

work they have put in to help me. They've helped me decide the careers I want to go 

into, they've helped me look for colleges that arc perfect for me, they've helped me 

enrich and hone any special skills and attributes that I possess, they've helped me 

envision a great future for myself. Before Upward Bound, I was extremely 

unmotivated and my economic situation and mishaps at home only made things more 

difficult for me. However. now that I've joined Upward Bound, 1 'rn excited to see 

what the future holds for me. For once in my life, I'm motivated to keep working 

hard to reach my goals and now that my dream college has accepted me, I'm 

prepared to go out into lire and work hard for what I aspire. 

This would not have been possible without Upward Bound's assistance and 

I'm sure that many ofmy friends in the program feel the exact same way. I would 
like to thank you for your continued support for TlUO programs and would like you 

to keep assisting students like us. Your support not only helped Upward Bound slay 

funded, but you also helped me in finding a new light in my future. 

Sincerely, 

f=_,-;bJ--a �/ �tvl;--
Eribcrto Velazquez 



ldaira Castillo 

805 Montgomery St. 
Kilgore, Tx 75662 
(903) 522-3633
idaira.castillo2001@gmail.com

February 29, 2020 

Honorable Louie Gohmert 

House of Representatives 

United States Representatives 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressive Gohmert, 

I am a member of the Upward Bound program here at Kilgore College. I am 

writing to express how the program has helped me throughout the years and 

how thankful I am to be able to be a part of it. 

The Upward Bound program is set to motivate and support students from 

disadvantaged backgrounds in their pursuit of a college degree. It also 

provides academic tutoring, personal counseling, mentioning, financial 

guidance, and other support necessary for educational access and retention. 

As a first generation child, I didn't know much about what high school was 

going to consist of. Like for example I didn't know what dual credit classes 

were and how it could help my GPA, another term that I didn't know. I didn't 

know what the PSAT, SAT, ACT, and the TSI were as well. With the help that 

Upward Bound has provided me, I have been able to be more aware of what 

was coming. 

Without this program, I wouldn't have known as much as I do now. That's why I 

think funding must be reinstated and supported for Upward Bound. Otherwise, 

many students will be prevented from achieving their potential and learning 

the skills needed to inherit the world that they will come into. 

Sincerely, 

ldaira Castillo 



Juan Vega 

405 Private Road 3755 

Kilgore, Texas 75662 

02/29/2020 

Louie Gohmert 

U.S. Representative 

House of Representatives 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Louie Gohmert, 

My name is Juan Vega and I am a participant of the Kilgore College Upward bound program in 

Kilgore Texas. Upward Bound is an incredibly impo1tant branch of the Trio program that bas 

given me the confidence and experience to attend college with excitement. Upward Bound is the 

only supporting infrastructure I have to attend college by preparing me both educationally with 

testing and college class prep and emotionally with words of encouragement and advice. Upward 

Bound has also given me many experiences that l 've never been able to come across like taking 

me on education trips to Washington D.C. and New Orleans as well as far away from campus 

visits to Texas A&M and LSU that has expanded my horizon. I hope that this program will

continue after me and give first-generation college students the experience and enjoyment I was 

given. 

Sincerely, Juan Vega 



Meliza Vega S. 

3404 Larkspur ln. 

Kilgore, TX 75662 

03/02/20 

The honorable, Louie Gohmert 

U.S Senator

U.S Senate

2267 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Gohmert, 

Before high school, I did not have a plan for my future. In middle school, I believed I would 

never achieve above a 60 in Math or understand the material for my other classes. Today, as a 

senior in high school I can proudly state I am ranked in the top 10% of my class. 

Before Upward Bound, l did not know what a college visit was nor did I understand the 

process of applying to a college. This program has taught me to motivate others and push for 

success. New experiences, and opportunities have been shared with me through Upward Bound. 

This program has invested so much time into their students to achieve their goals by providing 

tutors for their struggling classes. Throughout the time I've been a member of upward bound I 

have built more effective studying and organization skills. The greatest part of being in this 

program is being able to give back. Our coordinators have always encomaged volunteer work or 

to give a simple kind gesture when there's an opportunity. For the past two years we have 

donated canned foods to Kilgore college's food pantry for students who can't afford meals, and 

been anual volunteers at East Texas Food Bank. 

Sincerely, 

Meliza vega 



Martin Hernandez 

405 Private Road 3755 

Kilgore, Texas 75662 

3/1/2020 

To honorable Louie Gohmert 

U.S Representative

House of Representatives 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Louie Gohmert, 

My name Martin Hernandez and I am a participant of the Kilgore College Upward bound 

program. 1 have become aware that funding is getting cut for programs like mine. 1 would like to 

ask you for your help in keeping organizations such as the Upward Bound program functions 

because it has done so much for my life. As an incoming freshman I singled up for Upward 

bound and it opened doors to things 1 would never have known. Upward bound has taught me 

organization, college prep, and motivated me to strive every day. Without this program, my 

opportunities would be cut short as a first-time college student. I thank you for your time, please 

do what you can to get us the funding we need. 

Sincerely, 



Jessica Hosmer 

501 Hale Street 

Longview, Texas 

March 2, 2020 

Louie Gohmert 

United States Senator 

United States Senate 

2267 Rayburn HOB 

Washington, D.C. 20525 

Dear Honorable Louie Gohmert: 

My name is Jessica Hosmer. l 'm a senior at Pine Tree High School. I'm involved with a lot of school 

activities, one of which is Upward Bound. Upward Bound has helped me when my mom had her 

surgeries. My mom has an incurable disease called Intracranial Hypertension. It is where her body can't 

get rid of the spinal fluid in her head. She had 2 brain surgeries, one to put in a tube that nms from her 

head to abdomen, and the other to replace some of the tubes and to put a programable tube in so that it 

would drain more or less. Upward Bound understood what my family was going through, and helped me 

even more like with the SAT and ACT They helped with prepping me and gave me a fee waiver to help 

with the tests. Aside from the tests and understanding of my situation with my mother, they also gave me 

the confidence to be a leader. They taught me time-management and organizational skills. They also 

provided us, students, with the ability to visit colleges and see different cultures. Upward Bound has 

helped me so much like they have given me the ability to help others. 

We have done many community services in East Texas and the surrounding areas. For example, East 

Texas Food Bank, SAY WHAT, and others. With all my school activities and homework, I don't have a 

lot of time to do community service. They give me the ability to get my community service hours. 

Upward Bound has helped me a lot. Upward bound gets funding from the government, but this new 

policy to give states the choice who gets funded will cut our chance of staying afloat. Please help us by 

voting against the policy. This program will help future generations with preparation for college, and 

more. Thank you for your support in our program, it means a lot. 

Sincerely, 

�� 
Jessica Hosmer 



Al'Karaegon Pollard 

310 S Lake Lamond Rd. Apt. 85 

Longview, Texas 75604 

03 March 2020 

The Honorable, Louie Gohmert 

U.S Representatives

U, S House of Representatives

2267 Rayburn HOB

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Honorable, Louie Gohmert, 

My name is Al' Karaegon and I am a Senior at Pine Tree High School in Longview, Texas which 

is located in the eastern region of the state. I am a student who participates in TRIO Upward 

Bound at Kilgore College.The TRlO Upward Bound program helps develop the skills and 

motivation necessary for success in high school and college. 

I've been in this program throughout my whole high school career. This has been the greatest 

blessing in my life,but, I am writing to you today to let you know that I am concerned for all of 

the Trio Programs across the United States. Every five years, the programs receive money or 

they're cut from the system and no longer able to help students that are striving to pursue higher 

education with low income families and first generation just like me. Recently, I have come to 

find out that the Programs that are still receiving grants from the government are getting cut back 

by thirteen percent. I am worried that individuals won't receive the programs full potential that 

has been offered to me over the past years. 

This program provides free tutors, free SAT and ACT prep classes and has also successfully 

helped me get admitted to my dream university. Today as I hand deliver my letter to you its 

because the Upward Bound program provided this trip for me to experience life outside of East 

Texas and, also persuade you to belp our cause, which is speaking about how the trio programs 

help students like me. Helping us receive grants for incoming students and continuing this 

program is one of the perks that makes the United States a great country. 

I appreciate your help and ask that you please send me a response back letting me know if your 

help with my issue and where you stand. Thank you for taking the time out to read my letter. 

Al'Karaegon Pollard 
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